Q. That's all, thank you.
BY THE COURT:
You have to go back outside; you can't stay iﬁ the roon.
You understand?
BY MR. KNOLL:
Your honor, at this time, we call gharon Ganders to the stand.
BY ‘HE COURT1
Allright. Be sworn, raise your hand. Do you solemnly ewear,
that the testimﬁny you're about to give in this case, will be
the truth, amd nothing but the truth, so help you GOD?
BY WITNESS:
X do.
BY THE COURT:
Bave a seat. young lady, you'll see a microphone in front of
you., That will not make your voice louder., This is just to
record what you say. And, I'll ask you = the machine records
sound. Don't shake your head, when you answer., You have to
say something, so the machine can catch the answer, You under-
stand? And, the lawyers have to hear what you're saying,
and by all means, these jurors, in the box. We don't mind if
you shout a little bit, Just so we hear what you say. Don't
be afraid. Let's 4k loud enough so everyone can hear.
_MISE SHARON. EANDERS, who, after first being duly
sworn, testified under oath, under direct ex-
amination, at the instance of and by counsel,
Mrs., Jeanette T. Knoll, vhich testimony is as
follows:
BY MRS, KNOLL:
Sharon; state your full name to the Jurors, please,

A Bharon Sanders. fg '



And, how old are you, Sharon ?
14,

Where do you live?

Alexandria,

And, how much do you weigh, Sharon?
97.

97 what?

pounds.,

gharon, do you have a sister?
Yes, Ma'm.

What is her name?

Karen Sanders,

And, how old is she?

14,

What type of sisters are y‘'all?
Twins,

Does she look like you?

Yes, MA'm.

Are y‘'all identical twins?

Yes, Ma'm, |

And, do éou have any family living in Marksville, Avoyelles parish,
Louisiana?

Yes, Ma'm.

Who. areyour- grandparents ?

Mr. and Mrs. Bric ghe rman.

What is Hs first name?

Eric.

Okay. And, do you have any cousina?

89



A.
Q.
A,

Q.

Q.
A.

Q.

Q.

A.

Q.

Q.

Yes, Ma‘'m,

Do you have a cousin by the name of Keith Laborde?
Yes, Ma'm,

And, how close of a cousin is he? 1In degrees? 1I mean, like
first, second, third, fourth...

First,

How — is your mother related to Keith's mother?
Yos, M2'm.

And, how are they related?

Eisters.

Do you frequent - do you come to Awyelles Paxish?
Yes, Malm.

Do you come often?

Yee, Ma'm,

Ard, when you come, do you see your couslin, Keith?
Yes, Ma'nm,

And, your other cousins?

Yes Ma'm,

Do you see your grandparents?

Yes, MA'm,

Have you ever heen married? Bharon?

No, Ma'm,

Sharon, on May 9, 1977, were you in Marksville, Avoyelles
Parish, Loukiana?

Yes, Ma’'m,

Where were you at approximately, between 5ix and B8even o'clock

P.M. that night?

At my grandparents' house, 9 D
AN



L.
A.
e
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Q.
A.
Q.

A.

Does that mean, Mr. and Mrs. Eric Sherman?

Yes, Malm.

And, where was their home located at that time?

Brouillette Comuun ity .

And, on that night, was your sister with you?

Yes, Ma'm,

And, did you see your cousin that night, between that time?
Yes, ﬂa‘m.

Doyou know whether or not your cousin was married on May 9,1977?
Yes, Ma'm.

Did you see his wife on May 9th?

No, Ma'm, she was in the hospital. -

Why was she in the hospital?

Because gshe was pregnant, and she had real bad diabetis,

Okay, did Keith aek any favors of you and your sister, that night?
Yas, Ma'm, he asked us to go clean hie house, because his wife
was coming home the next day,

Did you and your sister answer, or do that for him?

Yes, Ma‘'m.

Allright, did in faét. y'all go over to his house?

Yes, un'n;

Who took youthere?

Keith.,

Do you remembex what kind of caxr Keith had?

Yes, Ma'm, it was a 1968 Malibu,

What color is it?

The top of it is white, the bottom blue.

How many doors doeg it have? q)



Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

. B

Q.

A.

—3
0
.

Pour.

Where is Keith's marital home located?

rifth ward,

And, did y‘'all in fact_clean therhouse for Keith?
Yes, Ma'm,

What was some of the things you did to help him clean the house?

Wash dishes and wash the clothes and we mowed the graes and y,ﬂjgﬂ

we c;eaned up the den and the bed rooms and the bath room.
About what time did y'all finish?

Nine o'clbck.

And, after y‘'all finished, what didy‘'all do?

Then, we were going to my grandparents’ house, amd Keith had to

get some gas in the car, to go to work the next morning, 6o,
wae stopped at 7«11,

Where is this 7-ll1 located Sharon?

On Tunica Drive —- on Tunica Drive and Main.

And, in what town?

Marksville,

Did he == what kind of gas pumps do they have at the 7-11?
Self-sexrvice.

And, did Keith pull up at the gas pumps?

Yes, MA'm,

Did he bring the car to a stop?

Yes, Ma'm, |

Did you notice, whether or not, he had almost hit anybody before
he brought his car to a stop?

No, M'm.

Allright, when =- after he broﬁght the car to a stop, what happened,
z



Sharon, was there anything unusual that happened? -

Yes, Ma'm, we got out of the car, and my sister went in the |

—r

store to pay for his gas, and then me and Keith waled to the

back of tﬁZf?ig' and this black man was standing on the corner,
oLt 2/
and he was sitting there staring at us, giving me and Keith

\{r—d“"\/_/,//‘-— .;’-
e mean look, and everything. 8o, Keith walked dver there and

asked him what was happening, and he said, you. Keith said...

BY THE COURT:

A.

He said, what?

You.

BY THE COURT:

Q.

L A

- You?

You could hear this conversatinn? Sharon?
Yes, Ma'm.

Could you see the Defendant and Keith?

Yes, Ma'm,

Qnd, were you watching them, and listening?
Yes, Ma'm, as I was standing right on the side of him. o
Allxight, and continue, plesse. C
And, Keith says, what do you mean, me? He says, well, you almost
hit me. Keith says, I didn’t almost hit you. I pulled up to
the gas pump, and you were standing by the corner. And, so,
Keith says, I don't want to fight, but if you want to fight, I'll
fight. And, the black man, says, I don't want to -- he says,

I don't fight, I just shoot. And, eo, they stood there a

few minutes, and he put out his hand tolshake, with Keith, so
they ahbok hands, and made friends,

Allright, now, Sharon, do yousee the person that Keith was talking
93



A,

to in the courtroon, today?

Yes, Ma'm,

”#,/#—Et“_hCOMId you tell me what color shirt he has on?

jﬂ/ A,

Q.
-.\ A.
Q.

A.

maﬁor they ahook hands, sharon, what happened? ‘ |

}'
A.

f&_/
i
.

Q.

Brown and - it's a brown and tan shirt.

Who is he sitting next to?

Well,,.

Well, is it the attorney in the brown suit, Mr. Broufllette?

Yes, Ma'm,

Well, Keith walked ove?r to the pumps and put gas in the pumps S
in the car, aad—the_hi'nnkj_ll__tollwed', and Keith put gas in

the car, and tey started talking about people they knew, and,
they just talked & while about pecplethey knew, and everything.
ni.d~.you hear whether or not =- what name Keith was calling

the defendanty |

You, Ma‘my ‘

What name?

Simmons;

Did you hear whether the defendant asked Keith his name?

Mo} lh'g.,:?

But.you- heard- hisf-onki-the: SeLEndNne S immns -

Yos, Ma'w.

And, after they talked, did he ask the == the ~= did the defendant
ask Keith any questions? ]

He asked if we ware twins, and Keith told him, yes. Aml then

he agked if we wanted to go to a party. And, Keith said no, that
we had to ba getting back to my grandparents‘ house cause they'd

be worried. 9‘,



A,

Q.

A.

Did he have any other quastions then, of Keith?

He asked Keith if he could bring him home,

And, what did Keith tellhim?

Yes, Ma'm, yes.

When Keith said that he'd take him home, Bharon, did you approve
of that?

No, Ma‘'m,

what did =~ did you become afraid at that time?

Yes, Ma'm, but I didn't say mythip)g. because =~ I couldn't
tell Keith anything, because the blackman was standing right
there, and I didn't want, you know, make him mad or to offend
him, or anything. 80, I didn'ttell Reith anything,

Had you known the Defendant before that?

No, Ma'm,

Had you seen him before that time?

No, Ma'm,

Allright, did you = Did — what happened after Keith said that

he was going to take the Defendant home?

Keith and Karen got in front seat, and then he got in the

back seat, and I was standing by the door in the front and the
front seat. And, he asked me if I wanted to ride inthe back f
with him, and I told him no, that I would ride in front with (J&d
Keith and Karen. 850, I got in the front seat with Keith and
Karxen.,

Okay, whenyou 'got in the front, d4id you communicate your fear

to your sister any kind of way?

Yes, Ma'm, I kept nudging on her, and everything, crunching on

s

her.



A.

Allright, what happened after y‘'all left the gas pumps?

Okay, then he was telling Keith,where to go...

Was Keith listening to him?

Yes, Ma‘m,

Allright, continue, please.

Okay, and so he kept telling Keith where to go, and he made
him turn down Little California Road, md then, &and then he
madehim stop in front of &an old barn like thing, snd he sat gg;
thaexe == and when we stopped he was saying to Keith that he was
a man, and Keith was a man, and we were two wom&n. And, he
agsked me if I was a woman, and I toldhim-no. And, then...

Did he reply anything to you, Sharon, when you said that no,

you weren'’t a woman?

No, Ma'm. ¢,Laﬂ£41g;4

Q.

Q.

A.

Q.

Okay, not = now let me back up with you. Before, when he
started turning down Little California Road, before he turned

down Little California Road, did you notice the tone of the

Defendant 's voice?

Yes, Ma'm,
How @id it impress you before he turned — before Keith turned

down Little california Road?

It was friendly.

Allright, when Keith turned down Little california Road,

and stopped, what was the tone and the attutude of the Defendant
at that time? How did it impress you?

Well, it was getting rough, and he was getting more violent. 3
Allxight, and than after -~ at this first stop, after this con-

versation about you and the girls — you and your sister being

9%
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\

H‘I\ v l\'

Q.

A.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A

Q.

two women and them being two men, did you notice what happened

to the keys of the car at that time?

Yes, Ma'm, he asked Keith to give him the Keye...of the car,

eo Keith ﬁanded him the keys. And, then, after he aaid that,

he gave Keith the keys back, and he told Keith tao go further ﬂ}”‘
ondown the road, and he was demanding and telling him, in a f:/
violent voice, 8o Reith started going down, but he was hesitating
and me and my sister kept asking Keith please not to go. And,
Keith was juat,lyou know, going, shshsh..you know, like that,

And, he was heslitating, .and,..

Keith was trying to keep y‘'all quite?

Yee, Ma‘'m,

Y‘all didn't know why he was doing that?

No, Ma'm. And, we kept saying, please Keith, don't go.
Were youeﬁotional at that timeé

Yes, Ma'm I was. ' \
What were yu doing?

I was crying.

Allxight, continue, please,

Okay, and so, he told Keith to go on further down the road.

And, Keith was sort of hesitating. So, he was commanding Keith

to go a little further on down the yoad. 8o, Keith did. And,

he made Keith stop at a little like lake thing, and he told
Keith to park the car there. And, so, Keith d;d. aAnd, he
asked Keith.to give him the keys. So Keith gave him the keys.
And,he told Reith to get out of the car.

Did Keith get out?

Yes, MA'm, And...
g



Q.

Ae

Q.

Q.

Where — what was the condition of youand your eister at this

time?

Practically hysterical, and I was crying and everything. And,

I was nervous &nd everything,

I was just going hysterical.

Were you afraid of the defendant at that time?

Yes, Ma‘'m,

Why were you afraid of him at that time?

Because of his voice was getting, and we didn't know what wae

going to happen to us, and we thought that he might -- that

he was going to kill us,

Did you know why Keith was listening to him or not?

No, Ma'm,

Allright, continué, please,

Okay, he made Keith stop the car, and he took the keys from

Keith, and when he told Keith to go and walk to the back of the

car. S0, Keith did, and he got out, and when he got out, and

me and Karen were on the front seat,and he told ue that 1f we %\(

reachad for a gun — if we tried to get a2 gun in the glovecompart-

-

el
ment, tla e _had one too, and he could ghoot us even before

wa could get it out of the glovecompartment.

Allright, what did you think when he told you that, gharon?

I thought, he really did have a gun, and ¥ was scared he really

would kill us.

What didyouand your sister do at that time?

Well, then, he told us to undrese. 5o, I had on a button=up

shirt,

Allright, let me back up., What did he do with Keith at that time,

Sharony



A,

Q.

A.

Q.

Q.
A.
Q.
A
Q.

A.

A

Q.

(A2

When he walked back to the car, he opened the trunk, and he

- told Keith to get in the trunk,

When =- what went through your mind, when you ééw your 18 year
0ld cousin being put in the trunk by the defendant?
I thought that he was going to kill us.

Allright, go ahead, pleasa,

Okay, s0 he closed the trunk, and he came back up, -id he told

my sister to get in the back seat. And, so she got .,.

Did she get in the back seat?

Yes, Ma'm, 5o, she got on the back seat andr she was about to

run. She opened the door like she was about to run, and then

he said, it looks like this one is going — is giving us a little
bit of trouble. He told Karen to get out of the car; and he opened
the trunk, and he made Karen get in the trunk.
Allxight, did he close the trunk? Wwhen she got init?
Yes, Ma'm,

And, you were in the car, then, with the defendant?
Yes, Ma'm,

And, you were by yoursalf in the car?

Yes, Ma'm.

Were you still dressed at that fim?

Well, I had my shirt off.

Okay, and then what happened after your sister was in the trunk
with Keith? What went through your mind when both of 'em were
locked up in the trunk?

I thought then, for sure, we were going tobe killed.

Allright, continue, please,

Okay, and so, he walked back up there, and he told me to finish

99 R



7 .

A,

taking off all of my clothen,

Dig you?
Yes, Hﬂ'm.

And, why did you?

Because I was acared, and I thought tit if I didn't do it, that

he would kill us.

Allright, go ahaad.

Continue, plesse.

80, I got .out ofthe car, and took off the reat of my clothes,

and he told me to get on the back seat and lay down.

Did you?

Yes ,Ma'm,

And, then what happened?

And, then he got on top of me...{crying)

Okay, what position did he have you in. Sharon?

He had one leg on the back windshield, and then he had the other

one: on the back of the front peat, *

And, how did he: rape youd

What do you: meany®

Did he rape you vaginally, or rectallyy

He rapsd me to the fronty

Okay. When: he was raping you, did he: say  anything to you

Mo, ¥a‘'m, !

whenhe was raping you,.4id-he- say-angthingd

5‘0 m 'M'o

Well, he wasn't: talking:wiés he was raping i’ﬂl?f

No, Ma'm, /

Was he having trouble raping you?

Yos, Ma'm,

{00
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Q.

A.

Q.

0.

A.

A.

p 101- |50 Simmons V)

wWhy?
Because it wouldn't:go-in, all the way-in:. He kept. cursing.
Becaus® hewaw-mad " it-wouldn't go- trr«*&kl-szwt.-he;t.m . ,{\

Pid his peniiEHeWitRICEF V&

Yes, Ma'‘m, .

Was it painful? ;

Yes, Ma'm;

What were you telling the defendant?

Kept tellihg him it would hurt; and@ ¥ was begging him to please
leave us alone, And. his body was all the way on me, and I
kept asking him to get up a little so I could breathe. And,

I kept begging him not to hurt us, or anything.

—

Did he climax? - 7
Yes,Ma'n, (:,
Then, after he climaxed, what happened?

Okay, then, he gave in, he got off of me, and he tohi.me to get
back dressed., 5o, I got out of the éar. and I got dressed.

And, hé tolbrme to walk to the back of the trunk, o, I walked
to the back of the car, &and he opened it, andhe told me to get
in., And, so, I.gqt in, and he ~— and when he was trying to close
the trunk, I had my knees proped up, so he wouldn't close the
trunk,

Okay, now, when you went back to the trunk, and you got in,

wvere Keith and Karon étill in the trunk?

Yes, Ma‘'m.

Was it hard for y'all to —= fof all three of you to fit in the
trunk?

Yes,Ma'm., .

&)



Qe

A

Q.

A,

Q.

A

Q.

Qe

Allright, now would you continue pleage? What happened éfter
you got in the trunk?

Qkay, and 1 had my knees prqped up, and it was hard for him to
closa the trunk, but he kept aitting on it, and banging on it.ij\
8o, finally, Ijust put my knees down, and when I got in the
trunk, Keith just told ue to pray to GOD, and that we'd come
out of it &llright, if we'd just pray to GOD. He told us to
take little breaths and not to talk to get more oxygen,

Was it difficult to breathe with y'all in the trunk?

Yas, Ma'm, there was duet coming in all through the back of the
trunk, and@ we could hardly even breathe.

Were you praying, Sharon?

Yee, Ma'm, we all prayed.

Allright, after the — after he put you in the trunk, did he

lock it?
Yes, MA'm,

///’/
And,did younotice,whether or not the car moved? kj,f
Yes, Ma’'m. K

Djid it come to a satop again?

Yes, Ma'm,

What happened after the car came to a stop?

He told my sister to get out of the car... out of the trunk,

And, so, whenshe got out, he closed the trunk aasuin,

pid he lock it?*

Yes, Ma'm, V
Allright, did you notice =- 4id you hear anyting, or can you
tell us vhat happened when he took your sister out, and y'all

were locked inthe trunk? /0%



Q.

A.

Well, I kept hearing her saying it hurtse; and to please leave us
alone,

Could you hear, whether ornot, she was crying, or screaming? -
Yes, Ma'm. She was moaning, and she was crying. *\(

-

sharon, after — could you tell whethr or not, after y'all were
locked up in the trunk, i1f he had raped your sgistex? 2?

Yes, Ma'm, by the Qay she was moaning, and crying. And, she
Kept saying, she didn't know which way she liked it best, through
the front or through the back. (i
Allright. Did the - after he --—- do you recall, whether , aftér:
he took your sister out of the car, if the car moved again?

Yes, Ma'n,

And, wae yaur sister in the trunk at that time?

No, Ma‘'m. 8&he was still in the car,

aAnd, did the car come to a stop again?

Yes,Ma 'm.

Did he open the trunk at any time?

Yes, Ma'm, bhe opened the trunk, and he told ue tlat we could

play it good or bad; that if we told that he was going to call

some of his buddies, and his buddies would take care of us.

aAnd, that he could have shot us, or blew the car up, oxr he could

have just dhuped us in the lake,

Did you believe him, Sharon?

Yoa,Ma‘'m.

And, did he take anything cut of the trunk at that time,when
he had this conversation with you?

Yes, Ma'm, he was looking for = he wanted to find a siphon
s

hone, and he took out a big green army tank, gas tank. {/
/03



C. Can you tell us what you remember about thie incident with
the gas tank, or what went on at this .ﬂtOP, to the best of
your memory?

A. (heard no answer)

Q. Were you fieightened at that time? Sharon?

. A. _ Yes,Ma'm,

¢ Q. Ie it hard for you to remember what went on at that time? -

}

o S Asaaid WS s Lptchars e
A. Yes, Ma'm, uﬂ«ﬂj RS LT NLCH oy o )

e e,

MQ. | An;:m:fter he to;:k -~ did he put the gas can back in the trunk?
’ BY‘ MR. BROUILLETTE:
Your Honor, she's leading the witness.

Q. Did you notice what he did with the gas can?

A. -Yes, Ma'm, he put it back in the trunk,

Q. And, what happened to the trunk after he put the = the door of
the trunk after he put it ~- the gas can back in the back— in
the trunk?

A. He closed it.

Q. Do you know whether n;u: not it was locked? Could you get out of
the trunk?

A. HNo Ma‘'m,

Q. Okay, did he keep Xaren with him?

A. Yes, Ma'm,

Q. :nd, what happened then?

Ao And, that's when I heard her say that ghe didn't know which way

fis

she liked it best, to the front or to the back, and she was /
moaning, ()
Q. Allright, now. Did the car move after that?

A. Let's see. No Ma‘'m, I don't think 80, 4
/oY



Q.

Q.

A.

= .

Q.

A.

Allright, well, what happened after he finighed raping Karen?

Weli, then, we got a. flat tire.~.

| 1,
How do you know that? B W
Cause he asked Keith if he had — if he had an extra tire in the
car, and Keith said he did, except it didn't fit, And, Karen
got out, and said, Keith, you have a cheap car., And, then,
— —_
= he didn't open the trunk to ask us. And,when the car started
going again, and then when he let -- then we stopped again, and
he let me and Keith out of the trunk, and we were at the Cemetery.

e o S
Allright, do you know what cemetery, where that cemetery is located,

and what town?

Marksville,

Do you know the name of the Cemetery?

St.Josaph.

And, what conversatinn did the defendant have with y'all at the
time, at Bt., Josqh's Cemetexy?

He aekedus if we had made up our mind about if we were going to
tell, or not. And, Keith said, yes, that we weren’t going to

say anything. And, he said, if I go down,y‘'all go down with me.
And,that he was going to go home and callhis buddiee, and let

‘em know what was going on.

Did he make any reference to his name? |
it
Yoe,Ma'm, he says, ags far - Keith was still calling him simomnv\
and he said, l(eif.h. do you believe everything you hear? Aand, he
says, as far as y'all know, my name is J’essie James,

Did y'all = then what happened after that conversation?

Well, then he said, there's a lot of dead people here, huh? And,

we said, yes. Well, he said,y'all could be one of ‘em, if y'all
/05
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Q.
A,
Q.

A,

A,

Q.

A.

Q.

Q.

tell, if y'all open y'alls mouth to anybody.

Djd you believe him, Sharon?

Yes, Ma'm,

Allright, did y'all leave the Cemetery then?

Yes, Ma'm, He let us out of the trunk, and me and Keith got
inthe front seat, and Karen sat in the back, and theDefendant

epy—

was in the back seat, too,  And, then he asked Keith if he

—r

wanted to steal a tire. And, Kelth told him no, that he didn't
want to steal a tixe. And, 8o, he told us to bring him home,
8o, we passed bythe Canal Station, and then we went back by the

bus station, the road on the side of the bus station. And, he

‘made us go all the way down, and then he made us come allthe

way up, and then stop a little ways from then; about three

houses down, we stopped. [

wWwhen he got cut, did he say anything elee to you?

Yes, MA'm, He said, he had to go home and make a few for =--
few phone calls to his buddies, and let them know what was going
down. And, he said, as far as we knew, hig hame was Jessie
James.

Did you believe him, when he said he was going to make a few
phone calls to his buddies and let them know what went down?
Yes,Ma ‘m,

And, what went through your mind when he told you that, sharon?
I was scared, and I wasn't going to say anything, cause 1 was
scared that he might really call his buddies, &nd they might
redly kill us.

wWhat happened after y'all let the defendant out of the car,

when he left? /06



Well, we went back to my grandparents' house on the £lat. And,

when we were driving up, they were coming, they were at 2

‘rfﬂi’giw_gfe, and they were passing =—— driving past the

neighbor's house, coming and look for us.
il

Can you cut the record & minute, please madame Clerk?
We tender the witness, your honor.

SBARON SANDERS, who, after first being duly
sworn, testified under oath, under cross ex-
amination, at the instance of ad by counsel,
Mr. Harold Brouillette, which testimony is as
followsas

BY MR, BROUILLETTE:

Q.

A.

Ao

Q.

Miss ganders, the — when the car pulled up at the gas pumps,
was the defendant sitting, or was he standing? )
He was standing, N ) L
Was he standing toward the corner or towaxrd the ptoxe?

He was standing, I think he was tacim::e.
But, allright —let's see, He came in from —- what side of
the pumpe was the car parked? You came in £rom town, I
suppose, didn't you? was it parked on the left side of the
pumps or the right side?

The left.

;ho loft mide. And, was he —=

BY THE COURT:

A.

Q.

That's your left side you're talking about?

Yes, sir, “

Wwas he further left, towards the road, or was he towards the
store?

I don't remember. _

——

You're not sure where he was? Did you get out of the car when
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A.

Q.

A.

Keith did?

Yes, 8ir. /ﬁ

And, Karen walked to the store?

To pay for the gas.

Now, did the defendant walk toward you and Keith at that time,
or did Keith walk toward him?

Keith walked toward him.

Had Xeith said anything to you about him before that?

No, sir,

Did you wonder why Keith walked toward him? Did youknow why

he was going to talk to him? ;

Yos, air. Because the defendant wag sitting there staring at kxi
P

us, and giving us & mean look. Tit's why Keith walked over there.

Had Xeith -- he had -~ had Keith mentioned anything to you about

that?

No, sir,

But, you had also seen the man sggggigthhere?

Yes, sir.

And, did you hear him say, you almost hit me?

Yes, esir.

And, then, what did Keith say at that time?

He said, I didn't almost hit you. I pulled up to the pump, and

you were standing on the corner.

. g
Then, there was a diacuasioqmgbout fighting, was there?

e T e =

Yes.
Who said what?
Keith says, I don't feel like fighting right now, but if you

want to fight I'll fight, /0%



A.

Q.

Had the black man said anything about fighting? /

———

HO, lir- \'.\
You were living with your grandparents at that time?
Yos, sir,
And, do you know how long you had been there?
No, sir,
was it more than a week, or more than a month, or...
It was about 2 month, I think. I'm not sure.
You were going to school in Marksville, at that time?
Yes, sir.
And, you had transferred from whee?
. R S
=Alexandria.)
From Bra 5ch099
Yes, sir. ”
And, that was -— you don't remember when that was? You eaid
about a month before this, is that what...
I don't know.
It was during the middle of the school semester, though, was it?
Yes, sir,
Miss Banders, did you see a piastol at any time? £
O
No, sir. _
—_—
Did you see a knife at any time?
No, sir.
a——————
Did the defendant, at any time, grab you, or hurt you?
No, .iru
Pid he, at any time, threaten you?
Yes, 8ir, he threatened us about, you know, if we told, that his

buddies would, you know, would take care of us.
) 1719 )




Q. ~Now, this was after you say that he had sex relations with you,
[ that he said that? U
A. Yes, sir. '
<3”§f’f’;efore he had sex relations with you, did he threaten you
at any time?
A. No, sir.
Q. D;;*ﬁa have any other;..any kind of a weapon, & rock, or a briek,

or a bottle or anything?

A. 'o. .1:-

Q. Did he ever hit you at any time?

A. No, sir.
o S

Q. Did he tell you that he would hurt you, if you did not have
sex relations with him?

A. ﬂo, sir,

Q. You said tik when the car turned downAthe Little california
Road, he becameviolent, What do you mean by that? What did he
do or say? .
.AP"1YT~’;;;::—Rnith was sort of hesitating, and he kept saying, Keith,
go. He kept telling Keith to go, and his voice was getting, you.
know, and he was getting mad, and he kept telling Keith to go,

demanding Keith to go further.

o

Q. There was some reference about & cheap car, ;d a flat tire, ‘I
didn’'t quite understand that. WwWhat did yousay about a cheap car?

A, Well, we had a flat, and Karen, my sister, got out of the car,
and said, Keith, you have a cheap car.

Q. This was the second time the car had stopped, or the first time?

A. It was the second time, .- |

Q. The second time. Was she teasing him, or something, when she said
' //0



st
)

“a cheap car"?
I don't know, __

Do you know what she meant by that reference?

Well, I think she wae just trying to get on the best side of the

defendant. I don't know, really.
But, she said this to Keith, is that right?

Yes, gir.

Would this have been before Keith was put in the trunk?

Keith was in the trunk at that time?
Yes, air., And, so was I.
And, where was Karen when she said this?
She was in the car,
pobe
the was in the car with the black man?
Yes, Bir.
81
And, you and Keith were in the trunk?
Yes, sair.
And, she said, Keith, you have a cheap car?
Yes, sir.
“ould you hear when she said that allright?
Yas, sir.

The trunk was locked?

Yes, sir.

Did she, at any other time, talk to him, while she was in the

car, and he was locked in the trunk?

Yes, sir, the first time we stopped, and me and Karen were

both out of the car, and Keith was in the trunk, and she kept

screaming and asking Kaithl}f he was d#&lright.
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Q.

A.

Q.

Was she outaide”by the trunk, at that time, or was she in the car?
She was in the car,
You were with Keith when he walked up at the gas pumps and start—;
ed talking to him, you were right there? |
Yes, s8ir,

Do you recall what the conversation was, after they talked about
having a fight? What conversation came after that?

Well, they were talking about people they knew,

Do you remember any of the particulare, who they tallal about?
No, sir.

But, do you remember if there was some people that they both knew?
Yes, sir.

At the time =« the first time the car stopped on the Little
California Road, waa there some discussion about the keys of the
car?

Yes, Bir, he apked Keith to give him the keys of the ‘car.

And, what happened?

Keith gave him the keys of the car,

—

pid Keith get out of the car at that time?

No,; sir, sk
Did he open the door of the car? C{

I don't really remfffr, because I was aitting by the dash board,
and I was kind of nervous and everything. I really don't re-
member .

Do you remember Keith handing him the keys?

Yes, sir, (}

e

But, you don't remember if Keith opened the door?

N

No, sir. N




Qe
A.

Q.

Q.

Q.

A,

A,

And, you don't remember if he got out og the car?

No, sir.

About how long did the defendant keep the keys before he gave them
back?

It wasn't that long. It was about = I don't know) it was about
five minutes, I think, I ain't sure.

U{a the defendant, at that time, ask you, if you were a lady?

Yes, sir. 7 /\

hnd, what did you answer? (i

H O, ‘
it

When he asked you if you were a lady, what did you think that
meant?

I didn't know. I was 80 nervous and scared and crying, and

everything., I didn't know. I wasn't thinking.

BY THE COURT:

A,

Were you dressed in a skirt, or in pants?

In panta,

BY THE COURT:

Q.

In pants,

When he gave the keys back to Keith, what did he gay at that time?
He told Keith to go up further -- he told Keith to go further

up the road.

Did you underxstand any reason for this changing places?

No, sir,

Do you know about how far you traveled from the first stop?

It wasn't that far,

Would you say, less than a mile, or about a mile, or...

o 13

X

About a mile,

L



0. When Keith was in the trunk, and both of you were in the car,
® your sister was in the back seat, and you were in the front
seat?

ﬁ_ﬂ‘_‘_'"“'—-._

\Yes, sir,

Q. And, is that -~ did he tell her to get in the back seat?

Q. Aand, he told you to get in the front seat?

A; Well, we waer both on the front seat, md he told us to undress.
€o, I just unbuttoned my ehirt. And, he told Karen to get '
on the back seat. And, I stayed on the front seat,

Q. And, is that when you said, Karen acted like she wag going to
run?

A. Yes, sir, - ' (}

)

Q. Juat what did ahe do?

A. She opened the door, and‘ahe almost got out, and then she
stopped.

Q. Where was he, at that time?

Ae I thinkhe was atanding by the front door.

Qe He waan't in the cax?

A. @3_:;.‘:\:

Q. Did he take his clothes off at that time?

A. KNo, sir.

Q. At the time of the aex relations with you, did he take off his
clothes?

A. No, sir, he just unzipped his pants.

Q. “Yhen Keith got in the trunk, what position did he get in? Digd
he gaet on the side, or did he lay across, or do ya recall?’

A. He layed across, /e



0.
2.8

Q.

Q.

A.

Q.

Now, at that tim , you were in the front seat of the car, weren't
yoﬁ ?

Yes, sir,

When you r sister got in the trunk, did she also lay across?

Or do you know? |

Well, they were both lying like this, when I got in the car..,
when I got in the trunk,

Now, do you recall an autombile going by?

Yee, sir, when he waspiting me in the trunk, Y saw the headlights

of a car passing by.

When he was putting you in tle trunk? m

Yen, d-r“o

o, the trunk was open at that time, was it?

Yas, _:}_r,

And, your sister and Keith were both in the trunk?

1{3 six,

And, the car was paged on the yxight side of themad, or on the
left, or was it off the road?

wWell, it was off the road, and it was pointing towards the lake.
wWas it like it was like on a driveway, or was it — was it turned
away from the road, or was it parallel to the road?

It wae turned off the road,

And, this car was going by about the time that you were getting
in the trunk?

Yea, six.

When you got back to town, == the trip from Little California

to town, you were in the trunk with Keith, is that right?

Yes. /s

PR



A.

Q.

Q.

A.

Ca

And, Karen was in the car?

Yes, sir,

e

And,you recall the car stopping and, when the trunk was opened,
you weep at the Cemetery? Is that it?

Yes, sir,

About how long did the caxr stay at the Cemetery, before it left?
About five minutes. Ve
\&
Did —~ were all four of you out of the car at that time? !

Yen, 8 ir.

and, who decided that y'all were going to leave? How did it
come about? Well, now, we're going to leave. Did he say, we're
leaving now, or did Keith say, Let's go, or...

Well, I don't remember. |

You don't remember. Was there any discussion about a flat tire

at that time?

No, sir.

You got in the front seat with Keith, and Karen got in the back i_r‘-\
seat with the Defendant? -
Yes, sir.

Did anybody tell anybody where to sit?

¥o, sir.

Now, after the cay leftthe Cemetery, tﬁere was some conversation
about a tiyxe, wasn't there?

Yes, sir.

Rolling on the rim of the — you were rolling on a flat tire at
that time?

Yee, ar.

And, vh:t wae the conversat.{on about a tire?

3 4



A.
Q.

A.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

Q.

He asked Keith if wanted to steal a tire, Keith told him no, that

he didn’t want to steal a tire,

Was Keith trying to find a place to get a tire, do you know?
No, sir, I don't,

When you left the Cemetery, did the defendaht tell him which way
todrive?

Yeos, sir.

Did he tell him to go by the Canal Station?

I don't know, but the road we were on, was on the side of the

Canal gtation.

Wae there some talk &bout & tire at the Canal Station?

Yes,

Who said anything, do youknow who said anything?

The defeandant, that's when he asked Keith if he wanted to steal
a tiye,

And, RKeith said, no?

Yes, sir,

80, do you remember what direction the car turned at that time?
I think it turned right.

Was there anymore discussion, that you remember, about a tire,
after that?

No, sir.

Was there -— there was no discussion about stealing a tire any-
where else that you remember?

Not tthdI remember,

When ;he defendant got out of the cayx, did he say that this is
where he lived?

No, sir.
——
You didn’t know if he was getting off at home? Well, he just
17 ’



Q.

A.

Q.

Q.

A,

A.

A,

Q.

A.

Q.

said, let me out here, is that all?

Yes, eir.

Do yuu remember anything about looking for a hose?

Yes, sir.

Whaere did this take place?

It was the third time we had stopped. And, he opened the trunk,
and he asked Keith if he had a hose. And, Keith said, he didn‘'t

know if he had a hose. 80 we were locking for a hose. And, then

<%ea couldn't £ind one.
T ——

Well, did everybody get out of the trunk to loock?

No, sir, he made me nd Keith stay in the trunk.

And, did y'all try to == y'all loocked for a hose?

Yas, sir.

wWas there any light in the trunk at any time?

Yes, sir, there was a little light =~ there was a little light
bulb in the trunk, and it was taped. .
#nd. would it go on when the trunk was open, or was it on when
the trunk was closed, Or...

Well, the trunk was closed, and you had to hold it, before the
light would come on.

Do you remember when == do you know if Keith asked the defendant
his name, when you were at the 7-11?

No, sir, |

You don't remember that?

No, sir.

You were there for the entire conversation, weren't you?

Yes, ax.

Do yon know, certainly, that he didn‘'t aek his name, or you just
: 1y



Q.

Al

Q.

A.

Q.

A,

A.

Q.

don't rememir if he asked his name?

I don't remember if he did or not.
vyou do remember that Keith started calling him Simmons?
Yes.
You heard that?
Yes, sir.
po you know how he found out what his name was?
No, sirx,
Before you moved to Brouillette, before you went to live with
your grandparents, you lived in Alexandria?
Yes, 8ir,
With your mothar?
Yes, 8 irx,
why did you change schools?
Because we were having some problems in Alex, and we just wanted
to txy it down here, see how we would like it down heve.
what kind of problems? )
Well, we waren’t getting along too good in school, (1,'
Had you been suspended? | \
Yg.}r.
Could I have about five minutes, your honor?

THE COURT:

Yeps, I was going to suggest that it's about time for the coffee.
g0, X'11 give the Jury a five or ten minute recess. As sOOn as
you get your coffee, you come back in.

{RESUMING APTER MID~-AFTERNOON RECESS)

BY THE COURT\

Allright, the recmrd will show that the court reconvened in ite
19



Criminal Jurisdiction this 19th day of July, 1977, following
a mid-afternoon roecess. The record will show the twelve jurors
and the two alternates have filed back in the courtroom; the
defendant is present, accompanied by his attorneys.. And, the
District Attorney and his First Assistané are present, re-
prasenting the State. Would you wai&e bolling the Jury?

BY MRS, KNOLL: |
State waives polling,your honor.

BY MR. BROUILIETTE: |
We waive polling.

BY THE COURT:
Allright, both sides waive polling the Jury. At the time of
recess, Sharon sanders was being cross-examined by the defense

lawyer, Mr. Harold Brouillette., Have a geat.

XA
&~ LA (SEARON SANDERS STILL UNDER CROSS EXAMINATION
W ur BY MR, HAROLD BROUILLETTE)
(DA

# [
N BY MR, BROUILLETTE:
‘ Miss Banders, the day after the incident that we've talked about,
did you and Keith and your sister talk about it?

A. Ro, sir, we were trying to forget about it.

Q. Dbid you go to schal that next day?

. o~
f:> A. Yes, sir. Qj
g N

Q. Did you ever tell anybody about it? Wexe you the first person
to tell anybody about it?
A. No, sir.
about
Q. and,/how long was it bafore anyone decide —- beslides you and
Keith and your sister, found out anything?

A. ™o weekp. 126



BY THE COURT:

Q.

A,

A,

Q.

Qe

TwO weeks? —

Yes, sir.

Did you finish out the schoolyear, here in Marksville?
N?L_f}r‘ Well, the police came and got us at school, and
they brought us back. And, everybody was wanting to know

why the cops came and got us at achool, and everything, and
the teachers were always asking us about it, and eveything,
and my sister called my momma to come get us, cause we didn't
want to go the rest of the year..

On the night in gquestion, there was a gas tank in the trunk,
you maid?

Yes, sir,

Was there anything elee in the trunk? Any tools, or any jacks,
OFess

Yes, s ir, there was & tire and there was a QESE.

A tire and a #ck?

¥ffl_Pir'

Anything else that you remember?

There was something that Keith was trying to open the trunk with.
But, I don't know what it's called,

That's all the questions I have at this time, ydur honor. x'd

like to resaerve the right to recall the witness if necessary.

BY MRS. KNOLLg

Bharon, I just have a few other questions.

j 21



SHARON SANDERS, who, after first being duly
sworn, testified under oath, under re-~direct
examination, at the instance of and by counsel,
Mra. Jeanette T. Knoll, which testimony is as
follows:

BY HRS. KNOLLI

A.

Q.

A,

Q.

When the defendant told you to undress, why did you undresses?
Because ] was scared,

Why were you ascared?

Because he had put my sister and Keith in the trunk, and I wae
scared that if I didn‘'t do it, he would kill usg.

Has the raping of you by the defendant.,.

BY MR. BROUILLETTE:

Your Honor, I object to the conclusive manner of ... that's what

this court is to determine, is whether or not there's going to be..

Q. Allright, I°'l1 rephrase myquestion, your honor.

BY THE COURT: /ﬁf
Allright, ' L

Q. Eince this incident with the defendant, has it had any affect on
you, Sharon?

A.q Yes, Ma'm,

Q. Canyou explain to the Jurors what affect it has had?

A. Yes, Ma'm, Well, we can't ever get to s;eop at night; and we

always have to take valium before we can go to sleep, because

wa can't fall asleép at night. We could always sleep in the dark
before it happened, but now, we always have to have a light on.
And, a good friend of ours, that we've known for about four or
five years, took us down to the_ato:e, and we got scared, and

you know, fxm my grandmother's house to my Aunt's.
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Q. Are you fearful about going anywhere now?

A. Yes,Ma'm,

Q. Why are you fearful?

A. Because I'm scared that something else might happen to us.

Q. Eharon, did you believe that if you talked that the defendant -
he, or some of hie buddies would hurt you or kill you?

BY MR, BROUILLETTE:

P Your Honor, that's a leading question.

BY THE COURT:
Bustained; it's a good objectinn,

Q. Why didn't you talk for a period of two weeks, Bharon?

A. Because I was acared, that if we did, that his buddies would
kill us,

Q. I have no further guestions, your honor.

BY THE COURT3:
Anything more, Mr. Brouillette?

BY MR. BROUILITTE:

. Not at this time, your honor. e
BY THE COURT:
Okay, that's all, young lady. Subject to recall, we'll put
her backunder the rule.
BY MR. KNOLLs
Your Honor, we'll call Karen Sanders.,
BY THE COURT: " |
Doyou solemnly swear, that the testimony you're ﬁbout to give
in this oase, will be the truth, aminothing but the truth, so

helpyou GOD?
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