~OPENING STRTEMENTS
BY MR, . KNOLL»
Ladies .and gentlemen of .the Jury, first of all, permit me to
sdy I congratulate you upon your :selection-to serve as & member
of thig Petit Jury-for the purposes of determining tho.outcome.
of this matter that's coming before you. You will recall that
there were a2 number of people vho were Questioned and, there's
only twive of you, along with two alternates, or a total of
fourteen people, who ware\aggqgtnplglto botﬁ. the State ‘and
the -Defense in.th;a.mntte:u 60, for your :sélectiofi;’ I certainly
would like to‘é;ﬁend;g&ﬁgbngraﬁhlatiog; and I do ;hnt on behalf
of the attorneys :for :the.defense as we¢ll, You've heard the
Clerk of Court read to you-the charges for which this afendant
is beingubrouglit to court; I would'like to .Again read them to;’
i;you,;'and ask that you keep them in mind throughout this entire
proceading .- “The Defendant, ;;;vipqe;r_;tgwguﬁdmrge&. with
on ar\ahout May 9, 1977 of Count l; Attempting to commit Aggravated
RApe in that he did attempt to have sexual intercourse with one,
sharon Sandexs, without her lawful consent under circumstances
where she was prevented from resisting the act by threats of great
ard immediate bodily harm, accompanied by the apparent power of
execution by said Vincent Simmons. Count 2; Attempt to have
Aggravated Repe, in that he did attempt to have sexual inter-
course with one, Karon Banders, without her lawful consent undex
circumstances where nhé wvag prevented from reéiating the act by
threats of great and immediate bodily ham accompanied by the appar-
., ent ‘power of execution by said Vincent Simmons.” We are going

to introduce-evidence and testimonies, ladies and gentlemen, to
/&




show that on the night of May 9th, 1977, Sharon Sanders and

her twin Eister, Karon Sanders, who are fourteen years of age,
went to help to clean the house of -their ~cousin; Keith Laborde,
inPifth Ward; here in Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana, because
Keith's wife, was about to come back from the hospital. Tﬁey
wanted to have a cleanhouse when she got home. l%ygvg;iqggaa
atum!. that: after cleaning the house, Bhagon, Karon and their
cousin, Keith I.aborda..g_vp&r}_g;gg T@:h_v.-.:'v-'-’:'T,-:~1._-‘_].."..llj_g_l:,Acg;q;'c;;;_-A_g;;;- f‘;_@'_rksyi_.i‘lfe'.“
Lmuiany,to get some gas for Keith's ng_t;gg;élg}:,;bp*libqg Auto- .
.mobile;’. When Keith drove up to the Self-Service Gas station
atthe- wem 1n~*mkai 'lle, drove up to the gas pums

L'rhe Defendant,- vincentﬂSi.mona, begnn 1ooking at them in an
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angry fashion. It loocked like he was mad. Keith asked him what
was Wrong, &nd he told Keith, you. Kseith told tha defendant
he didn’'t vant to fight, but if he wlpt&d to tigh}. they would

go ahedd and fight. They talked a little while; the defendant

engaged-in some general conversation. The teatunony will show,
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<ladtes and-gentlemen, that: Vincent Simmoriz:ithen asked Keith
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to give him a ride to his home., Keith agreed; the defendant
told him exactlv where +n turns and finally windn up telling
hinm onto the<Litels.California Road, just between here md
Heumnhr. turn onto the Little California Road. We're going to
show you that there were four_atops-on-the-Little California.

Road. Wa're going to show you, thet three :of those stops, | ro-

_‘_,r"

dgulted in’ .zapes ‘of thése little- g!.rla. Ty this" do:!endlnt. We're

mnlas

going to show you that after Keith turned on to the Little

california Road, he then became luupic:l.mn He recognized that
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something was wrong. . He .stopped- the cary and when he stopped the
car, the Defendant engaged in some conversation with him, and
told him, he 88;'5«[;;'19915@;.&; man; I'm & mwengiand t'-hfeselﬂlll'ﬂt“'°

L woman™y e .Keith said, "Leave us alone; let's just go hﬁe.'
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At this-time, he pulledsas

‘ ‘-!}xeith crponad ‘the - door, . &aW - ‘they

‘qun, and he told Keith to drive nhold.J Keith then continued

to drive down the Little Califorxnia Rq:ld. He ltopptd him again.
The defendant told him to stop. Thia was a second stop. The
firat stop, thars was not a raps. Ssound stop, we'rs going to
show you that there was. When he stopped the second time,

he told Keith, fgiVe me'the keys," E took the keysfrom

Keith, and"he told him-to .'-‘ggtf-‘"m_t-_'jft_)f-fr.ﬁh’ca: car., He had Keith walk
around to the back of the car, thetnmkofﬂieéir,m

fti.n‘_ .Pget=in: the ca:_ He

orded him to get into the. trunk of the car. After he got into
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the t.runk of the car, he closed 1t. ]Nw, while he was telling
Keith fo go“ to the back of the car, he told the two little girls,
to Bharon &nd Karon,”if: you-attempt-to-get—a_ gun,:] '11l. shoot you-
F;.pe,tor:ei,"xqg‘;gﬁnTr_égg,g;:t;,iﬁg_, While he was putting Keith -~ or after
he had put Keith in the car, or during the time he was putting
Keith in the car, Karon, made an attempt to break mnd run, at

which time he told her,"if you try tom.z‘llshootyoub-f"ﬁ
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mtaps sway, at which

timeahea‘l.opped He then said, "it locks like this one is going
-to give me some trouble." §o, he then took Karon, went back to
the rear {of. the car, opened the trunk, took Karon ané put her in
the trunk with Keith, and left only Sharon out.: He then told.

& Bhlromcto taka™ her clotha. ‘off i BHE ACOK-hep Telothes ¢
¥

4



‘“E&_Pé‘i@é_@jdedjto,n‘pﬁmsmkgqg, &ﬁ,kﬂ_‘l_};g,l.ﬂcat{onr This is the second
time they stopped. After:the:rape, he then went and took Bharon
and he put her in the“trunk with. Karon-and.with-Keith, closed

the m.%:_ggig_ﬂ:MEEMthflars Little California Road ie a
Shon=paved, ‘non=black: topped; E‘!i!;;fi@éﬁ'él}_!#y‘;; He started driving down
the.dusty-¥osd; and he stopped again, in that same vicinity,

all of which igi;in;;_gmﬂ;gg}:%ra-zj.j:ah%:.eifnpugﬁg};;ma-‘.- He then went
back to the trunk; he opened the trunk, and he told the other

one == he told Karon, "you get out of the car.” This is the
thiyd stop. He took Karon out of the car =- out of the trunk

of the car, tock her up to the front ofthe car, told her to

€ ndressed. And he undressed Also.: The defendant took his

r{pistol .andhe:put: his pistdl on the wpowa&“-Z@9$IWf°fL
“the:cax;FHE. theh took theipistol and: herput ‘it:in.his boot: that

‘he had taken off. He then proceeded to repe hex veginally. After
the rape, he tookis kiiife,  and he placed his:knife at her:thoat,..
and ask her if she had ever had hera-cﬁng_cl_cjg_ug;“ ghe was begging

“him £ér @1l of their :lives: Then went to the trunk and opened
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= igas can. that wvas

it again, he took out a .gas’din & .gresn:
An. the trunki he started. lockinyg .for 'a“hose; he couldn't £ind a
hose, s0 he .got a lugwench out of the trunk, He punched a
shole .in’the.gas tank of the chxr, and they could hear some air
coming ‘out;of the.tire. He then told them that == to think

about it, whether or not they would tell of what happened.

ey, he” could blow ‘em,

z He told them, that he -could either :Bhoot
S TipFror he could:rui them off.into.the lake With: then fnthe ‘trunk,.
He then closed the trunk, still leaving Sharon and Keith in the

trunk of the car., He told Karon to come up front with him, and he
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had Karon sit next to him in the front of the car. He then
drove off, want to another location, and he stopped again. This
is the fourth time. On the way going over there, that tire
went flat, and they continued to drive on the flat tire. When
he stopped the fourth time, we're going to offexr testimony to
show you that he raped Kaxon, muy. ,vtgfiiiuy.;“nmny.
tnthtlt m._and then had - mummmmx

;e BPOR hh. . Aftexr the xapes, -he had Kaxon write aYIof-

ANEE TR ERGY, G Littleiplesa of pEper; ‘and give it to:
<7 Hil,: FThe defendant then drove back to Markeville. He still
had Karon riding in the front with him, next to him. gharon
and Keith were still in ke trunk of the car. ;ow, we're aleo
going to show you thaﬁ all during this time; Kei.th was in
the trunk of the m,%t:yifn;g';;ﬁ::' pry ‘open .th!"'.tl’ﬂhk‘“\?ith;___l:”tira
atm s> The defendant then drove to Et. Joseph's cgmtary. right
over hers, next to the mausoleum. He stopped there, he let
Keith and Bharon out of the trunk ofthe car at that pdnt. He
asked then,=I¥-they Tde \ : up “their mind, as to whethr or not
they wee going to tell what happened. They told him that they
had thought about it, and that they weren't going to say any=-
_£hing about.1%¥.: He told them, that if they did tell, that
they would wind up in the cemetery just like all the rest of .
~the people.out there. Because his buddies - because his
buddies would get them. He then told Xeith that he wanted a
“tide back ‘to his house; They had ridden on a flat tire all
the way, from. the Little: california noud,ﬁ_back‘ “to-Marksville,
8o, the defendqnt wanted to go and steal a“tire to:put on the.

., GAT, ;Keith didn’'t want to go to steal the tire. 8o, the de~



fendant had them drive him over tgrelixétg’eg_g near the bus
&j}_ggj:eg,} here in:Marksville; where he got out of the car., When

he.was.getting-out:of the car; he.told them,> that he was going
oA tglgptgonetoeluhh ‘buddies; to let them know what had

‘Fippensed,: so if they told amything, th-ynmld#-bdt them, After

e & A ‘__.

the defendant got out of the car, Keith drove to hiS~Grandtather‘s

-.-“;House, . that's Mr. Eric sherman, out here in the’:Broiiillette

&@§SAHWMte1y five miles® firom: Marksville; still driving
on _that flat tire. I'm going to introduce that flat tire: for
you., I want you to see that tire, Don't forget, that tire.

drove all the way from-Little:Califoiiifa here, and then from

thL:g:tO:aB;q;~tllettg.-' I want you to see the coﬁdition of that

tire. About two weeks later, Kexon couldn't keep it-apy:
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L‘EIE_ J:I_IL gptmnt‘:ﬁufﬁcua.ﬁ We're also going to show that

at the time he stopped when he «- and thil a:ibetnre he:*z‘rape,\d)
Karen: for- the..first time, he mentioned that he was going to

‘get Keith's money. Karen told him that Xeith had lost his wallet;
EQ_nd‘?tﬁﬂlt‘iuji'eix.@;ﬁéﬁhéla-iri‘igi?lji‘q_-.;;mnoy. She had Ten Dollars; and
she:géve;that Ten Dollsve -to-theiDefendant., Ladies and
Gantlemn,- after this trial, the Etate will most definitely have

~= we submit that the State will have most definitely carried

Ate Bukden 02 SPr oo beyond aaenraaonable Goubt,  as to the'guilt)

rof EHis-deféndaiit to both of t_hoae counts of r:At;euptadmt-ﬂ

“g-mpirfi And, you will recall, at the time we asked you, "could
you and would you, if the evidence so. mssired; that you would
[raturn &’ \ié!.dfi’-:ié.ié;@'ﬁf‘f"’?'Qu%i:f]:j:_g%‘;gs?f{ch&rgeqr'-f Wwe will prove it, then

we'll ask you to.retirn youraterd:l:t guM:ty as»chargod"
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