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Bullet-lead match
now questionable

By Andraw Wolison
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Afttapness fov a Eentueky daath-
o inmate say they hope an FBI
Teviaw nfmnm-:ﬂum won Ehrangh
tiwy-clbsredite] rdled-lesd snsatet-
¢z may halp their clicnt win & nmw
sl

Ronnie Lee Eowling was won-
victed af (e etsution-stylc alay-
ings of two pas-station attendatts
about a month aparl 1n Laarce
Cottdy in 1984,

The cooviction was based in
part oo the testimony of an FEE ex-
Armitiet wl swid some of the Bl
Itz recovered from the bodies
maechad cmirteiclyes found in Boawl-
ing's mobile home =nd those ho
used in agotber e,

The FBI stopped conducting
bullat-laad analysis ben years apa
after the Midionsl Acslerny of Scl-
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FBI review may héh, mmate

ances conclided 2004 that it was
nhtelialile and polendlally inlsead-

ing,
But Thr Washiogton Post and
“3] Monutes" jointhy eoported last
month that the FBI lab filed to
ilbert defendants and couels skt
the Juws, In respohse, the Tustce
Department and FBI said Mow 17
that Lhey will veview eweryr congle-
ticn basid oo bullet-bead metching,
Attormeys for Booyling axid thaar
hope thut sooeancement — and
the rasults of the eview — could
inﬂuem:-e tha Feniucky Supbeine
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Court, which is already conside
Bowling's reques| for 1 new
based oo & Mational Acwdrm
Scicore panal's findings !

“Thiz deflaltely could h
gaid T, Wincent Aprile 1T, i 2
sente Bowding Lo a petding f-lx
Gourt appeal.”

David Harshanw eo ass=is

i delender Wl 1s co-cou

Frowling i the state Supr

Cipurt cage, sxig] [lie Jusbos Tey
mert el FBI moviens will be o
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Cortinues from BE

helpful for immales mlhtmt.

lwreers, but it conld
Em?huglt it comcludes that the
testimony apainet him, u=s in-
acrueate,

tiorey Bellamy; a spokesiman
for the Erntucly sttorna pe-
el office, said i o't coms
menl on pending appeals of
capitel comvictions. ul lo o
brief filed with the Suprcme
Court, irosesnturs a8y there
Wak mure than encuph eri-
denca to comtlet Bovling arink-
ol the ballet=lead aralysis tes-

The sk apnd "6l Minutes"
rleatified gt loast 250 casee na-
tinmeride i which, Tnller-lesd
avalysls was intreduced, in-
cluding. thepa convictions in
Eentucky.

Omr of those comriztions, of
Shane Tagland, w5 reversed
an Wher gronnds by the Fan-
tucky Suprems Couoet,

Adter thiat ruling, Regland
adypitted in August that he
¥lled Trnrersity of Eantiicky
foorball player Trenk DiGiurn
but wag zet froc in 2 deal in
which he pleaded gulliy to
manslanghter in exchange for
Hre sorved

‘Bllot-lead matching also
fitired in the Bullitt County
muttlm- r:u:rnw:unn af h-!:::ha:.l

Bt. Claie, fwet, ik hasn’t been
raiged on wppeal b Cladr is
serving four senences of e
withaut pavele for murder con-
vivlions in Oblahoms

Thr-Justice Bepartrmen ag-
nomncad that avith, el belp of
the Inaocetie Pooject in Faw
York, it will idontify all casas In
which tullet-lead rmittebues led
tor epamtlctems, wen msk prosa-
uton to submit transcripds of
all taatimaty Iy which FBI lab
eximlbers testificd ‘on the
1k bes,

Tha transcripls w:]lh:: SLTIL
tinlzed t determine whethar
thi teatimany exceedad Uhe
lemits of selencs uf wa misine
tavpreted. The deparmesnt 1wk
then infoem profeculoes of Ay
ety deemued ta be flawed

S1'he Justice Departmant aaid,
Proacudars wWoddd be obliguied
bwr erhics rules to inform de-
frondants or the cots ol any
prollerdic tretimony deemed
material to a vendicl, thsl de-
partroent s,

Juckie Stcolo, an assistant
commaonwaealth's sl lerne ]
Laurel County, seid his
W51t eceived 2 transeript re—

quest From the .TU$Lu*.:e Depart-:

ment
"L et oo E].I'E‘AHIZHESSH

tied Boaxling & |he moarders of

Ronald .. Smith or Marvin

s

FBI review llld}T help Ky, mmatc

Heisley, Put FBT Speclal Apent
Thomald Tasekest testifing that

tests showed some of the !
38-caliber huﬂe!s mooyered i
featn Tinth bodies — and fooan :
bullets o martm:upted murder =
at a third stafion in Bockesasthe
Crounty — e [rom tee same |

Batch of lewd and that they
matched cartridges foud n
Benglings heune, .

I-Lw:.hmtml-:!thjz]m'j.rhe’d i

never seah & mllet tiatch in
crlmes thal werert related.

Former Commonwaealth's

Attamey Thm Handy, wheo wen

BEowling's convlction and has | -
sinee rotired, coneaded ina ©

that the bullet

2005 irterw
ayidense. wig - m;x;rtmt to his

Celst -
Bt Handy said sl.tl:ligr_: ovi-

dancs withe (o the owner of
tho Roclowsstle Goatney station,
wlipdestifled thut three days af-

ter Heosley was murdered,
Eowling came into Hs station
and vprned fire, then flad, Jed-
ing police om a 3Z-mile chase
that emde] wiih his captume out-
side his Cluy County home,

. State police Ealer found a
gun alang the road and dater-
mlnéd, cthrough aditional bal-
liztica testiog, that it was the
sare weadpon used in the -

“ur dircet phvzical evldencs that  ders.

Fowling cleimed that he
Bdn't shot at the cwmer of tho

! BULLET-LEAD ANALYSIS

i The FBI did hullt-tegd anghsls
R Casns Wl 10 Woapcn e
! found or where bellets were =

: badly manglez! that trxditloal

i billislies dexting a3 I'I'FIEAEEIHF'_
? Bulles from the tife Sceps

: -y dested ik tEACE AMGLNES 0
e it mclLding arenic
. carf-Ld and - the saife test was -

- ronducted an bullets [inked f .
i the susdoct, IF bullet boad from

i * bally sbbs was foond to'cortain

i . ‘tha same amoupts.of dhese .
;" elerments, FBI pxaminers histors
i+ “leally gonchded that the smples
i .came from the same patch of -7
i lead, and somc suwtiiners weat

i % far 35 o testify dhat the . ©=
bulk:ts care fram Fie s bk,
But sssurihess wha went io

! |ead smatters faund thet, drl’fe[enr
: samples. froi the gamie [ateh

I sendlines had dfferent carn

i sitions, and thet sarphes Fr-um
differene balehes soinetimes ha:id'
i tha =ema compositian |n other

i wands; A bllet m:u:u:h mIn:'ITt hEa
{ Coincidarca .

third station and that the gun
wrann] Jils

Even if Bowling 1sn't gIaJ:u:Ed
& now irial, Apele said fha un-
usual Tustice D&pnmmntma
view could porsuades fhe
TOT Do 10 ﬂgﬂﬂ\ﬁn.a::t hm
exrrubiom i

Repum‘er A:rtd.r-ew mu‘m aadl be
recutoed I:':I'ISJE} FH:B-H-ES' 3 bt




