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AUTQPET REPORTE
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January 3, 1949

ON THE ECGDY OF

¥Malisss Trotter
T3201 F.K. 30BLl
Wiliils, Texas

CAISE OF DELTH: Azphyxia due teo ligature
stangulation.

MAMNEZR OF DEATH: Eromiecide.
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POITHORTEY, EAAMINATION OW THE BODY OF
¥allssa Traottez
7201 F.M. 3081
Willis, Texss
HISTORY: The Dbedy of an unldeatlifled Cauncasien female;
subsegiently idantified as that of 19 vear old Melissa Trotter, was
foand January 2, 19%%, in the Ratlonzl Forest of Montgomersy County,
ToxAS. fhe body was zrecefved at the FEarris County Hedlieal

Examiners Cffice Lo postaortem examinztion and I1dsptiflcation,
The sesled bady kag was opened at 12:35 p.m. on Januarzy 3, 1%38%, by
Mr. Reynolds, Harris County Medical Ezaminer’s Forensic Solentist,
in the presence of .Dr. Joye M. Carter, Chief Medical Examiner.
Frior to auiopsy exeminaticn, trace evldence was collected and the
miesing perscns rpeport flled on behalf of Melissa Tretter was
reviewad, dentzl records of HMelissa Trotter weres reviewed, =and
pedice]l racerds ©f Melissz Trabtter were reviewed. fotal body
X-rays wara obtained and reviawed. L sexuzl assaunlt kit was
paecformad.

I ATTERDANCE AT THE AITQPRSY: Mr. David Tanner and Oetectlve Bricn
M. DuEosa, Montgomery County Sheriff's Cffice; Hr. Mike HcDougal,
District Attorney's 0ffice, Montgomery Caunty; Dz. Delattre and Dr.
Stimson; Autopsy Assiztant, M. Michagl Jones; and Forsnsilas
Fhotegrapner, Ms. HMariene Suarcz.

ARIUFQOESY: The autocpsy was performed in the Joseph A. Jachimczyk
Forensic Centes of Earzis County by Chisf Mediczl Examiner Joye
M. Carter, M.D.,.at the regquest and upon the written acthorization
of The Hoporable John B. Kleimann, Justice o the Feage, Frecinct
1, Montgomsry OCounty, Texas, beginning at 2:15 p.m., on January
3, 1955,

CLOTHING! The body was zecelvad clad in Bblue denim jeans, white
socks, cne black and white gym shoe on the left foot. The scle of
the gym shoe, with Ereads,” was clean with minimal debris naoted.
There waz no caked aud or grass cbserved on ths bottom of the

shoa. @on +the top of the beody was a gzZeen, l‘.nng—slecf:red;
aversweater which zipped in fropnt with burgundy and white stripss
at the elbowe. Sanzath thiz sxeoebker was a lnngaslea?ed blagk
sweatsr and a bra which had beesa pushed up over the breasts.
Bepneath the blus denim jsans were rad underpants. Ho personal
effegts werge zredeived wlth the Ledy. Prior toc examination,

fingernall scrapings wese performad and fingerprints wers taken.
During fingerprinting, the sgkin and nails of the right hand removed
in & glovs formaticn secondary to decompeosition. The outsc green
swacter and black swaatar underneath were cut epen wilth evidence
tape along the cut edces marked for further examinatlion. The bedy
was then tndressad for further examinaticn. Removed £rem the fzont
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ight oocket was a oplece of Ziinsd paper with the number
05-524-300E end the nass "Riegle" handwritten. Thiz Informaticn
was retrievad for evidence collection. The socks ware removed by
custing and removel from the fest wilch revealad an unustal
catterned red and green nall polish. Tha denim jeans were cut [n
the front to ease removal, The cut edges wWere marked with "EI"
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(garris County} in red permanent Ink. Uoen removal, the denim
jezng label on the inside read size 5, tapered lag, slim  £ig,
medium length, Number 10512 Levi's. The rear pockets of the jeans
contained no paper or agther objects. The right rear pockebt area
was rpmarkable for an irreguler rip which was 11 oy & by 5-1/2
inches, encompassing the, right rear pocket. The long-sleaved black
gweater's inside label read "Swsater Exchange, 100% cotton, size
small." The avertop, which was grees and lang sleeved, had an
ingide label whlich read "Energie, size medium." The undergarments
congisted of 2 white bra which was fastened in the back; and red,
thang-type undazpants. The inside lsbel of the bra read "Fruit of
the Loom, size 3ER." The inside lzbel cof the undecpants read "else
B !

EVIDEKRCE QF MEDICAL TINTZEVERTICH: Hone.

EXTEENRL APPEARAMNCE: The bhody Teceived was that of =2 woung
cancasian femals whose facial appearance was distorted due To
decompositional change characterized by skin slipping, greenish-
hiack discolorstion of the facial skin, and markling of the skin of
th=s legs, arms, chest, and back. The body was damp dus to external
wezbher conditiens. The hodvy had a length of 63 inches end a
weight of 113 pounds with clocthes on. The nude body had a walght

of 105 pounds. A2t the time of autopsy examination, rigor had .
passad and 1ivor ‘was abecurad- due to deconpositional change. The
pody was cool and damp te the touch. The head was normocephalic
and covered Ty long reddish-broewn hair, approximately 12 to 15
inches in length. The =scalp hair was ©elipping dus Lo
decompositional changa.. There were no palpaple pkull or facial
bone fractures. The szcalp skin was intact with no evidence oI
laceretlon. The ocular globes were liguefied. Iride color was not
discernible. The facial skin appeared to hgve been removed due Lo

decompositional changs and postmertem Insset and animal activity.
Unan reflecting the residual 'soft tissue arcund the right ea¥e,
redent teesth impressions were ldeptified. The nasal cartilage was
inikact. Saoft tissuas was absent from the nose apd midfaclal arsas.
Dentikion was naturail and in good condition. There were 2B testh

preszent. The toagus was protsuding and dark bBlack in coler due Eo
dlacompositional change. The cral cavity containsd 21y larvage. The
bucgcal mucpsa wae hot Dresent. The alveolar =cidges were not
hypertrophic, Both ears were markedly discelored due tLO
decompasitional changs. Thare was 2 single pile-ced hole of gaci
ezrlobsa. The neck was remarkable for a brown stocking ligacure

which was tied in the beck in & simpie kpot. There was & 3 hy
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