embedded in his hip. In November 1991, Jessie applied for Social Security Disability benefits. A

hearing was held in 1992, and benefits were awarded by a dectsion issued in May 1993,

Jessie’s dad was diagnosed with cancer in the Summer of 1991, Jess and Pam had divorced,
and he was living with Jessie in the Cummings’ houschold in Philips. He bepan losing a
considerable amount of weight and became anarexic, according to his medical records. (Appendix
4?}? The stress an the Cummings' family increased when Eugene Maya abandaned Judy and moved
back in with his parents in Auguost of that year.

Judy was very dependent on Eugene, and was distraught by his leaving her, especially since
it appeared he left because he had found a girlfriend. Judy's son James was in prison at that time.,
She sent her son Henry to Arkansas shortly afier Eugene left, along with James® wife Mildred, who
had become pregnant by Henry, That left Judy living alone with her 11 year old daughier, Melissa
Moody, in a house they were renting in Tushka.

Jessie had sold Eugene and Judy a red flatbed pickup truck earlierin 1921, The Bill of Sale
ta the truck was in both their names, and they were making payments to Jessie, At the end of Aupust
the truck was at Jessie's house for repairs. Judy and Melissa stayed ar Jessie’s house while the truck
was being repaired, further adding to the tensions in the household.

Labor Day was early in 1991, falling an September 1. Jessie finished the muck repairs that
weekend, not knowing it would be one of the Jast favors he did for his sister. Judy and Melissa wers

killed by Anita and Sherry on Thursday, September 3, 1981, That Fall, Jessie bunied his father, his

gister and his niece.

F. Sherry Cummings: The Dominate Person in the Cummings! Household

Sherry Marie Mitchell was bormn on Oetober 17, 1967, in Jay, Oklahoma. She 15 the oldest of
eipht children that Lahoma Yaws had with a variery of men. Sherry's father is J.B, Colvard.
Sherry's youngest sibling is her half sister Lahoma Yaws [herein Lahoma IT 1o distinguish her from
her mother, who has the same name], who is 10 }rea.rs vounger then Sherry. Lahoma II was the

prosecution’s only witness at the penalty phase of Jessie's trial. Backpround information about her
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ig set forth in Fart H below.

Sherry's extended family system is solidly within the Poor White Trash subculture. They
were fransient, moving frequently between and in many staies. She staried Kindergaren in
Califomia around 1973, During that period of time her family lived in proximity to J u;i;f Moody and
her family. Sherry was closest ta Judy's second child, Henry Maedy. Durng her childhoed, she
a]si;‘b:c.arne acquainted with Jessie, Jessie’s and Judy’s parents and other siblings.

I.ahoma Yaws' husband, Charlie Yaws, died in March 1977, Four months later, Lahoma
gave birth to Lahoma [T, whose father 15 Dou glas Pearsan, After Charlie’s death, Lahoma’s lifestyls

_became even more transient. A series of poorly-chosen boyfriends often mistreated her children,
Her children grew up fast and hard, especially Sherry because she was the oldast

Atage 14, Sherry dropped out of school and marred her first hushand, John Rowe, who was
about & years older than her. Shemry reports that the marmiage was prompted by a desire o get aul of
her mother's house because Lahoma’s boyfriend, Herbert Pinkerton, was trying ta molest Sherry.
Lahama and her family were living in New Mexico af the time. Because Sherry was toa young 1o
marry in Wew Mexico, her mother drove them to Dalhart, Texas, and signed a consent for Sherry to
marry so young, Sherry married John on April 12, 1982,

During their brief marriage, John and Sherry led a va pabaond life, often fiving out of their
vehicle of the moment. At one point, John and Sherry lived in a tent in J udy Maady's backyatd im
California. During that time, Sherry had a reputation for enga ping in prostifution, mrming rcks 1o
ecarm money. When John and Sherry splitup, he went to live with relatives in Colotado. Their
divarce was finalized there i 1934.

After separating from her husband, Sherry migrated 1o the Batesville, AR, arca m [383. Her
mother Lahoma Yaws, was living in the area with one of her most abusive hoyfriends, Frank Clark,
who Sherry described as having “mental” preblems. Alsa living in the Batesville arca were Mary
Ann Jackson, who is Lahoma 11°s half-sister, and Doug Pearson. Pearson was a long-time resident of
the Batesville area and the father of Mary Ann and Lahoma II. Sherry stayed with Doug and Mary

Ann imitially, because she was not getting along with her mother, and she wanted ta get away from
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Frank, Lahoma's abusive boyfriend.

At the time, Jessie, his wife Janell, and his parcnts were living in Pfeiffer, AR, which 15 just
norh of Batesville. Jessie had the reputation of taking care of his women and being a good provider.
Sherry began seeing Jessie, and also commenced a bisexual relationship with Janell. Shery moved
inta a house which Jessie was renting in Pfeiffer, and eventually moved in with Jessic and Janell,
shar;-j.ng the same bedroom and bed.

When Sherry became pregnant in the Fall af 1986, she had alrcady had three “miscarmiages’
By this time, Sherry, Jessie and Janell were living in a bus parked next to a house which Lahoma
was renting in Tupela, OK. This extended family was not without tensions. During an argument
hetween Sherry and Jessie in early 1987, she cut him on the ehest with a knife. Sherry had
discovered her mother was sleeping with Jessie. Lahoma demanded 1 essic choose between her and
Sherry. Jessic chase Sherry,” and a short time later they moved away from Tupelo. Janell had left
Jessie and their routually-agreed upon divorced was finalized February 19, 1987, in Coal County
District Court, JFD 87-12.

The summer of 1987, Jessie met Loretia McCullar [aka Loretta Wells] ata streel dance in
Tupelo, and they began a sexuval relationship. At the time of the homicides in September 1551,
Loretts was living in Atoka with her father, and spent a good deal of time, almast daily, 2t the
Cummings’ house in Phillips. Loretta reports that in addition to being a sexual partner with Jessie,
she and Sherry were close friends.

Sherry gave birth to her anly child, Debra Marie Cummings, on June %, 1887, in Hamson,
Arkansas, by c-section. She and Jessie were living in \arshall, Arkansas at the time. Jessie and
Sherry married a few months later in Centrahoma, Oiklahoma, on October B, 1987, in the home of
Jessie's sistar, Debbie Smith, In 1987, Sherry also had an appendectony.

In May of 1989, Jessie and Sherry again were living on the outskirts of Batesville, Arkansas,

‘Lahama feeling spurned by Jessic may explain her role in encoura ging Lahoma II to claim at
Jessie's trial that he had raped Lahoma II in April 1991, a0 allegation which Lahama I first made in
February 1995, More infarmation sbout that allegation is set forth belaw.
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with Mary Ann Jackson and her husband Walter Renfrow, Mary Ann did babysitting to eam money.

One of her custoroers was Anita Lewis, who had Mary Ann babysit her sen Robbie,

Sherry and Jessic became acquainted with Apita. Sherry and Jessie moved into & rental
house up the road from Mary Ann and Walter, and Anita soon joined them, Anita and Sherry
comemenced a bisexual relationship in addition to their relationship with Jessie, and all three shared
the -s-.am{: bed. One night in bed, Shermy suepested that Jessie and Anita pet married. A short time

later they were marmed on June 14, 1989,

Later that summer Anita, Sheery and Jessie moved to Oklahema, In January of 1990, they

moved into the small rental house in Phillips, OK, where they wers living at the time of the offenses,

During 1990 is when Sherry began seeking medical care {or lower abdomen patn and vaginal
bleeding, which was atigbutad 1o adhesions or PID. The problem persisted for years. In May of
1994, she had laparoscopy sureery at McAlester Hospital and was diagnosed as having a lell ovaman
Cysl,

In April 1991, she was in a car aceident in Atoka County while en route to her mother’s
house. Lahoama, her children, and her boyiriend David Potter, had recently maved 1o Ataka Counry
from Arkansas. Sherry was taken to the Emergency Roem and diagnosed as having a lefi pelvic
sprain and a left knee sprain,

Sherry was the dominant personality in the Cummings” househald. Mot anly did she have
seniority as the “first wife," she was a skilled fighter, In a culture where conflict is resolved by
going outside o fight, and where the might is right, this was an imporiant asset. Sherry could fight
and Kick like a mule, and she knew how to put her adversary in 2 choke hold. Although she anly
stands 53'2", she makes up for her size threugh strength and brute force.

Many people have described her as being able to stand up to any man. Her sister Lahoma 11
reporis that Sherry was capable of getting the best of Jessie in a fight, who i3 58" tall bur at times
weighed less than Shermy,

Around 1991, Sherry sent Shirley Cunningham to the hospital for injures from a fight they

had. Sherry also kept Anita under her thurb in this way, because Anita was no match to Sherry, In
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