
W. A. D R E W EDMONDSON 
ATTORNEY G E N E R A L OF OKLAHOMA 

March 1, 2002 

<r 

Sister Helen XXXXX 
Street 

Manitowoe, Wisconsin 54220-5215 

Re: Jessie James Cummings 

Dear Sister Helen: 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Jessie James Cummings case. I am attaching a 
Memorandum I requested on the possibility of DNA testing. As a matter of course, we 
review every death row case to determine whether additional forensic work may be in order. 

In this case, the remains of the victim were not amenable to the recovery of any biological 
specimens and her clothing was not recovered either. With these facts, there can be no DNA 
testing because there is simply nothing to test. 

The evidence in this case, consisting primarily of the sworn testimony of two 
witnesses/accomplices, was submitted to a jury, which found it sufficient beyond a 
reasonable doubt. While Mr. Cummings claims innocence, you must keep in mind that he 
initially denied all knowledge of these crimes and only years later, admitted disposing of the 
body of his sister. He initially fabricated a story about her disappearance. 

This case continues on appeal and other issues may be raised so the final outcome cannot be 
known at this time. However, our role will be to represent the state in this matter and I do 
so with confidence that the jury reached the correct decision. 

1 appreciate hearing from you and hope you will feel free to contact me if I may be of any 
other service. Thank you for your service to the Lord and in this case. 

_Sincerely] 

DREW EDMONPSON 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

WAE:seh 
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MEMORANDI'M

10: W.A. Dev khDftlion

IROM: Robert mirDter

SUDJDCT: Sl4hr of Iessie Jmes C@inss qse for r€spotre .o Sisrc! Heter's l€ner

DATE: Febdary 26, 2002

clllmings hab€as peridon is p€ndine before dre Ed€m Disbict of Otrlalrcnr.

Cumings was convicted of tne murdcr oa tis sister, Judy Am Mooiy Mayo, and ber ninor
daughter, Melissa Moodr. Th€ evideme was dul he ordeEd bis iwo {ives b kill Mayo and vhil€
he was il oklanona City yift his r,rher, ore ofhis wivcs (Anna) shor her to dcaih and bofi wives
druB her bodt inro a cellar- They handcufied Moody ro rhc hed white cumings *as still go@.
wlle. Cwings r€tutd. rhey drug Mayot body olt of fie celir .nd deposited ir ner Aloto
Ciry hke. Upon Et!m. rie wives held Mody while Cumi.es brd *x wirh her and he lhen
took he. and one oahis wiv6 She.ry, thc oft {ho did nor sh@i MryFao. a drive. White on
fie drive. he stopp€d and rooli Moody otr inio lhe voods md cffi. back alone vifi blood on lis
platic gloves and iro ofhis clothes. on the wat hone, he dmp€d hiscbtnes Ee thecny hk€.

Maro! body was lonnd a few days lareri she had died ftoh multiple gumhor sounds, A nomh
la|er, Mo.dyt skeletonized body was found. Wrrik rhe suse of denth ms umeruin, theE wcre
injuries on rour of fier ribs indiatirg snarp IoEe injuri6, s@h as cau*d by a taife.

Cumi.gs cb$es vere nor reovered and Moody\ bady was urclothed save for two friendshiD
brrele6 on her Bnis. There weE m ctode\ found in UE search amund her bodr. Ttdr, n;
\pe!in.n rere Ebined t]rat would bc:u[rbt. ror DNA krru.

Th€ crines NeE molvcd mtil the wiv6 cme foni wilh rheir srarenenis lhat Cl'mings had
forced them to till Mayo and that he hd himstikilld Moody. Both {iv€s €niered plss ofguilty
on lesser snteMs in excharye for rheir &stimony. Sherry @ived cotrecurivc aenretu6 of tO,
l0 and 15 yeaa (a lotll of 35 yea6)j Anita @ived life for the nurder of Mayo.

cumings 6 convicted of both murd.s and rhe jury found ihd cuminss was ! co inuins
ure{ as 10 both nurde$: 6e jury fonnd in ad4itior lhat fie bu.der of Moody wrs smined b
rvord or prcv€nt rr4t or pros4tion. The jury r€tunerl sdrenes of dea6 as 10 bodl murders.

On appeal, 1he Coln or Criniet Appats
rudy Mayo, bul ain@d the convicrion and

rcversed nis conviction roi lhe nuder or his sister,
se .ncefor&cnurderofMelissaMoody.Certionri



Crr@irgs trs filed hjr petitio! for mir of naba! colpus i! the &51co Dilhict of Otlatod.
Ar did@dary n {ing ra dder.d.!d @ t ld @ Im 25, 2001, Foliowog thc lEins, 0E
@gnE!|. iscd 6!dirg5 of ilctand @rchsio6 of Ilw hrcFblc to &. pr@1nion doct b.r
25, 2001. ftr ce is pcrdi.s 6!tl dtupositid of tb. ha!.a !.titi@.
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