FBI RULES FOR INFORMANTS

oping to makeit easier forthe FBlto[n-  soonasthe regs went Into effect early last year,
H filtrate terrorist groups, the Justice - officials claim, dozens of FBl infarmants got

Departmentis drafting new rules giving  cold feet, causing valuable intelligence to dry
fiald agents more leewayIn how they dealwith  up. Although FBI officials say a few of the lost [n-
confidential infarmants, NEwsweeK has learned.  formants wera Inslde terro rist groups, thera’s
The new rags could be controversial. Theyease  noevidenca anycould have helped prevent the
up on tight restrietions Imposed by former. 9-11 attack. (“Fm not aware we had any
attorney general Janet Reno after one s sources inside Al Qaeda,” one officlal
of the biggest scandalsin FBl history: (% conceded.) $till, after September 11,
the Boston field office’s protection - - &% Justfce officials ordered a “top to bot-
of two notarious mohsters who, . : tom” review ofinternal policlas. A -
whila sevving as Informants, mur- team overscen by Deputy Attorney
dergd neariy two dozen rival gang Geparal Larry Thompsonldentified the
membears. The Reno regs required. Reno regs as among the first Items to
agents to read potentlal informants alter. Thompsan wanted
“yerbatim™ alang list of in- agents to have more

structions. Armtong them: “flexdbility.” The new
the FBi “cannot promtse rulas, drafted by his
or guarantee” your -staff, would let
anonymity Incourt and agents decide what
“vou hiave no fmmunity they should—and
or protection” from should not—1ell
getting prasecutad informants.

for kilegal conduct. As MIGHAEL ISIKOFF
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