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The State of Texas, Countyof  Amgelire TRIniTy

- BEFORE ME, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said County,State

Texas,on this day pereonafly appéared: Detra L SumralF -
ta riie well known, and who, after being by ma duly swom, -deposses and says that.

My, name is Debra L. Sumralf, ! resife at Route | Box 106 E , Applasprings
Texas 75926 , my phone numbar is 405-831 -2568 | | am. salf employed as a: book-
keaper and income tax preparer . '

I've known Desiree Ann Shaw since 1964 when we started first grada together
at Hudson Schoal . We have beer bast friends for thirty -tivis yoars.We grew up '
togethar and we had two sets of parants , hers and mine.

We went thecugh twelva years af school and graduated together and have stayed in:
touch all though cur lives.We'va bean together when afi our children were bom, theris

all of our Joys and sorrows , ke when my dad passed away,duing the ipst ten monthy
of his I, | wouldnt have madke it without Desiree , she was there as a best frilend
and a nurse. | remember one ocgaskn when thiee: nurges tried and failed to put in.an
IV needle In dad and | askad them to please stop and then called tor Deslrea , she
came Immediately. Daddy fold her to go-ahead and put it in that he was use-ta. the pain-
. Deslrea softly patted:his arm ard sald its already Injpapa. ;
Daslree had put the IV in without any trattle ar pain . She was there both en and off
duty at Mamorial Hospital supparing us . Then ane ysar iatsr my-dads sister want I
Momoral aiso with cancer , Desivee was. there as always doing esery thing.sha coutd
i help . Desirea is & person.that seves lves and eases lifes paing , nct & parson .t
cause or to taks a Ife . Desirsa.and | spant a lot of fime together after Royoa's daath
and | cotld see the paln and loss:inher eyes and | could hear it in hes voice , bacause
['va Hiaan thera . When yolrve lost sdmeone your kives yout can'comect with- another
parsans loss . Than whan Deslree fall undar suspicionher pain and grief was doubled.
{ wags with her , 5o | know . Desiree was puzzied that anyone could befieve that she
would ¢ such a horricle thing;and so wab | . 1 was with her through the trial .

_ The law , John Heaththa investigation . and the trial was all a terrible iniustice.
First # was the picking of the firy:. Desirea calléd and said Jonr: Heath told her ba was
going to ba late: and that be asked:would Johnny and Sharan Weaver , and [ maka .
notes an the perspective jurors and #at he didnt want Desirea. there-untik ha- arrived .
John Heativ's brother Jimmy: Heath-, | suppose , was to veprésant Mr. Heath in-hla.
absence , Jimmy st in the jury box, he didr't take one note ; how coukd he without B
pencl , pen or paper . We louked over at Jimmy and he had falien asieep with hiz
hadd resting on his elbow , &ftar 8 long white , suddenly the aefbow sfipped and he
woke up.We ware trying tha best we-couid. to get the patential jurars numbers.and
when wa failed to get their numbers we wrote the lady in the red dreas. and the man i
He blue shirt , things of that rature 10 be abls to-zemember who said what . -
Mr.Heath arrived apd quided Sharon,Jimmy, Desirse arx | into & room and sakt , ‘well
what da you think? Read me what you have”, Ater lunch Mr.Heath asked us to con-
tirues ta taka notas and he explainad ha wanted ta compars notes again . [ was In
shock bocause Deslros was changed with murder,and the most impartant thing in my
mind was the selection of the jury.This Is her $e we're talking about and | just couldn't
believe the lack of professionaiiam Mr. Heath was sxhiiting .

] The trial startad and things went wrong fron the begirming , Mr.Haath did nothing W
to show she was innacent 3 during the trial ha was canfusad ard called peopls by the el ot
wrang names and at recass | went to axpress my cancern and he rapded,’mircd yoir
on business*and { told him this was my business, this is sarious , she's my beat frierxd ,
sha's chargad with 8 murder she didn't commit , then Mr. Heath kept saying over and
over Desiree was innocent , there is nothing to worry about . Desires is innocent .
| mever saw or talked to MeHeath-or-any one frgm his office prior to tha day the trial
There was a winess for tha stata that | new personally as a friend of my first hus-
bard , his nama is Steve Smith, When | was pregnant In 1579 he cama.to our home
white my husband was away with the intentions to rape me , my neighbor krickad on
my door and savad me, he teft butnot bétare threatening me .| was yotng and afraid .
Mt. Smith haa a very sadistic opinicn of womenhe sakd that God put women on the
earth for men to use . He was a bad influence with: his drinking and gambllng on my

E-xl—uiLlT “Z

ey
ol
it
o

12



-
husband,and our marriage ended.in divorce . On the witness stand  Mr. Heath-couid
have destroyed: his credibiiity. Mr. Smith fumbled In his testimony and had 1 be
prompted by assistant district attomey David Wilsan: I, | know Mr. Smith as a liar . &
thief , and .an immoral man . -was hard-for me to onderstanc kow this mars testimorny
cauid be given as thé truth of the matter. if Mr. Heath would heve Imestigated him
befora the trial bagan . | do not belleve he wouk! have:bean aloud to testify . Mr. Smith
viclated the rule &nd discussed the case with ofher wilnessas about their stataments .

Thare was another witness by the nameof Ruth Dates testifled in the court ™
transcript on page 244 line B { Hor hair was combed . Sher looked Ifka | thought sha
had makeup on personally , then e 21 ( Locked ffia sha fad mascara on e st
vafy neat kooking . Her hair was well combed. ) , then onpage 245, line 2, { | took my
gloves off at the time and i was.trying to comtort her but her halr wag dry undemeath.. [
was patting her on the back and the hair was dry undernaath . it was wet catopbut
so-was her top ) Line 9 { Her helr was very —had a petm imc it , 2o It was very thick and
lohg . you leviw , | could tell-that undemeath was dri-ard 1 just thought that was unu-
sual for just washed hair ) . _

Deslrea dit not have & permanent and she: did not wear makeup.or mascara and
more important one of the: two first officars on the scene , Officer White tastifisd on
page 26 line 12 { Desiree's hair was up and it wae damp-) Mr Whits also testified- on
page 26 Ine 25 and on page 27 fne 1 and 2 , { | noticed her several imes running’
her hand |, 1iké a narvous type reaction , curning her hands threugt Rer haif . ) and on’
page 26 line 4 ( ha was asked how fong-attar he got thera hiad. you chacked tha
shower 7 }1Ina 6 { It was probably within twanty or thirty minutes’. | .

+ . Theve would bano conceivable way Ruth Oates coukf have ‘patted. har hair under-

neath or knowrt how long and thick or pormad becarse Desiree's hair was { up ).and

damip . Digsirea's turifing her hand or fingars on the top of harwet hexdd suraty :

woukin't look combed , beskies she 's had that hablt whon she was upsat evar since

I've known her . Whan we wore kids: taking tasts In schioal , [ would plink her on the

heatt with.a pencii and say stop that . Dasiree's: children knew ahe didn't wear

makaup arsl hagt this habit. _ _

Auth Dates atso vinlated the rule amd was discussing the case with other wilnassas,

¥ Mr. Prodan the States expart from Calfarria suggested i the jurors.that

Daslrea running her hands through her wet halr would have bean able to wipe off gun.

powder rasidue. Why wolikd there be powder bums or residue on the palms.of har

harriisn't the-paim: cleset around the gun handle? Deslree weutd have had to ten

hear basw: upside down to wipe the:back of her hand or hands free-of residue .

Destrea had dn atddi: absorition teet: ghin and It was fiagative, The most ipdrtant

thing In Mr.. Prodan’s testimony ta me was his-subeonscious. mind trying to answer Mr.

Wisan honastly when he said  { the wound in and of itsalt is Just consistent with sul-

ckde or accident ) , than Mr. Prodan comected himself and said { | mean , suicide of

horicide , not w aceident . ) page 187 .fine 1243, :

JoHn Heath , with the statas owrt witnasses , espacially tha four drinking hickiies coald

have answered tha untruths that creatad many.of the doubts in the jurars. minds..He

cidn't %now what half of the withesses ware going to say because he hadn't done his

homework . If Royte had wanted a divorce;Desires would have told me-and she didn't.
‘This |5 acary to Xnow that this injustice could happen to amyone of us at any

time;and now makes me wondes how many mofs Inrfocent are' it our prisons today. -

I pray that this court will have mercy and maka the fight decislon and send Deslres

back Into our livas .

Further the affiant says not. Mlﬁi
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