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realized he had shot himself. I remember saying to myself ov€r and
over Oh my cod , Oh my God, Royce what have you done.l tumed
on the iamp you know the one that comes on when it wants too. I
said yes ( the switch on the la]rlp had a shorl) I saw tie gun alld his
picture the!'were covered with blood. I examined hi[l alrd felt a
swollen place on his neck werc he was hemorrhaging. I reDroved
the towel ftom rny hak and made a pressurc bandage, I had pulled
his arms together and Straightened his shoulders and his head to
clear his airway. His pulse was thready. I put my ear down on
Royce's chest. His heart was in retrieva_l phliberation. I had called
911. They didn't arswer. I hung up and redialed carefully. It
starred ringjng still no answer I put Royce,s right hand againsr the
towel to keep pressure on while I screamed for Candi to help get the
children over to Johnnie Archefs house and call 9t I for helD.
Finally 911 answered I told them what ro bring rhar Royce ;as
becoming clammy and placid, please hury. Vr'hen the police came I
was Eying to cover myself. Gary White helped me with my paiama
top.I repeated he needs afl airway and IV fluids now. They took me
by fty arms and were forcing fie ou! when I heard a gushing
sourld. We all tumed aDd looked back at Royce, his head fell over,
Moder he was still bleeding. After a while I became ftustrated I
looked at the clock ir was 7:12. I said where is tbe ambulance? It
was a load ard go, sorEething had to be done. I went across the
stre€t to wak€ J.J. "Johnny Joe Hulzaf', ,.and ask him to go and g€t
our neighbor who's a Trauma specialist Betty Barkely RN.
J.J. and Lisa returned to my house and sald she wasn,t home. I called
into the bedroom, I am a nurse, and can place an airway and lv,s.
The room was futl ofpolice. I could heri: zippers and plastic moving.
I believed they were continuing life support, Tony Holman came out
to the den about 7:35 and said tiere was nothing he could do.

At that moment I knew the Police removed the only qua.lified
professional supportiDg Royce. llewas traumarjzed. Desiree had
accessed Royce's condition and began life support measures
checking the Hemorrhaging and keeping his airway clear. The
gushing sound was my son-inlaw's blood pushjng tbe towel away



A trauma patient rnay appear deceased to an inexperieoced person
such as Officer White yet in facr be irl hernorrhagic shock,
Jarnes Mc Clure MD in Lufkin was left for dead and because of an
experienced medical prcfessional he is pncticing Medicine today.
Ro]'ce ma]- or may not have not lived. That has no bearing on gMS
procedures. No one can stop CPR except a doctor, coroner or a
medical examiner. Royce was not prcnounced dead until 7:49. Lt.
Harris said Royce was still bleeding when he got there. My
daughter was doing everything by the book. I broke down in tears
whel the 911 tape was played in rhat courtroom. When you listen
carefully you will hear the desperation, tie frustrati,on when 9 1 1
took so long to answer, The cry for help and urgency in her voice
came through loud and clear, she was begging them to please
hurry, brirg an airway as she was relatiDg his condition to the
operato. If you have ever been in a life or death struggle you aJe
more qualified to recognize that desperate tone in one's voice. You
can tell if its real. Becanse of the length of time it took for 911 to
answer kllowing time was so critical that every minute counted
you could sense she knew she had to have assistance. My daughter
begar life support measurcs immediarely she tried to tal(e conFol
to stabilize tJte siuation and was met with total di$regard and
indiff€rence to the fact she was a competent professional Nurse. A
mother knows a true call for help and I'rtr telling,ou she was
sincere on that tap€. I have only hear that tone io her voice twice
before iII her life. The most important fact it verified what she had
said from the starL You do not have to have a particular light on to
know what you smell, feel, hear or see. The Aquarian light, the llght
on the stove vent, the lights from the den and TV gave enough
reflective llght for her to see Royce nose hemorrhaging, she surely
could see a gu[.witi orwithout the lamp. The latup was to shed
more light to better access Royce's conditron.
Royce's family were grieving yet tley weren't surprised. Later that
aftemoon I asked Royce's cousin Darwin "Bo" Smith Did he know
Royce was so depressed? "Yes 1 knew he was depressed, He didn't
have to do this, I'm mad at him." I said "l know you were close." I
made a round tiip down here yesterday. I was Iate gefti g home-
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The next thing_ I knew Kathryn Bareft woke-us,,. The Shaw fa.rnllywere respecdul and gracious ro ourfamily, alftost apologetic.Desiree was worried abour giving Royce rhe u".t ruriJ'p'isul".
I\torher he deserves rhe besi. He:s worked so lara anO f,e,s Llt'
:lJ:ich so Tuch- T_guble with clayton. shuu, r said "r"1, *y _aget some rest and Iill meetyou at Gibson,s in tfre moming." j6" 

--

gave me tle key to her house. you never needed one bec-ause voucould remove rle bay window screen lih rhe rh" *i"do;;;; ji;;
step insjde. The keys were left for the children o"". Ou poii o'. 

-'

ulder the porch matte if rhe windows were locked. Theri was asliding glass back door thar wouldn,t lock half rhe tirne.
The night this tragedy occurred I Took a shower in Royce andDesiree's bathroom, I couldn't help notjcing the drain wouldn,t
worx properly, you had to hang something Iike a wet washcloth towetgnl tne oratn leverdown. The screws were out of the face plate.
I righrened &e curoffv_alve ).er il kepl dripping. lr "u, " ,ingi"- 

''

mlxer controt harndie. lfyou putyour hand under the fauceiit
would leave a ng ofwater in your palm.I could tell il was leakins
on rhe hot water side. It was dripping down rhe back of rhe faucei
rnro tne drain. tt botiered me because it sounded like pipes had alrwater was leaking. I Irlade a mental nole of trrings to ni on the nexitrip. I have worked on rental propert-v for many: years and built
my Iirsl home. I Iooked in their walk_ln_closet to find a rcbe to put
oD whil,e my clothes-wet e dryjng and saw two guns wrapped up.
Koyce s sholgun alrd a 22 pistol. There was an unwiapped rlfle that
I,had never seen before. The smell of gunpowder was-still snong in
Lhe bedroom. The mattress and the whlte eyelet comfoner weri
gone. On the selfabove rhelr bed I noiiced tieir change pot but
their cemmic walermelon and picture of Royce with h"is'rrophy
buck were missing. Royce had a large hean painted rhat said i toveyou to Desiree on the mirror. There \,rere telephone numbers
sc bbled on a scntch sheet. There was a paper in Royce,s
handwridng with pdces and sizes of srock rrailer deairs and their
telephone numbers. I fed and watered the animals, fed the fish and
the pet turtle. I noticed neither the front or back yard was mowed.
In all the years l,ve known Royce I,ve never seen this. He was verv
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paflicular. He was wo{ied all the time about doing things jusr
right, He planted flowers and mowed his mother,s huge y;rd. His
elderly mother and aunts were in constant need ofthinss to be
done. He helped rhe tuds in a mutcitude ofacrjviries and 6ok care of
their rented fafm. I took ice tea from the refrigentor I couldn,t
help bur notice thar all ofRoyce,s favodte foods and drinks were
there. Since his surgery Desiree and the girls had been pampering
hil!. This hoDe was filled wjth sadness without his presencebesirie
and the children were heart broken tecause they loved him so
much. EddieJr, said,',I,m going have to be the man of the house
nou" I couldn't keep from brealing down. I reEembered when
they gave Royce his new chair. Desiree was sjtting on the floor
between Royce's legs, he lent forward with his alms wraDDed
around her when she looked up and smiled he kissed he;. I said " I
wished I had a camera". They srarted laughing, They were always in
tender embmces.I went to sleep looking atpictures. The next
moming I started to open the fiont door and found rhe deadbolr
had been installed upside down and I remember saying to myself
my goodness there's a lot of work to do around here, I,d better
come in the tiuck There was a hole in the wall and the door and
lock to Caylon's room was busted. There were suitcases and
packages on the dining table and in Candance,s room there was a
suitcase open with a book on top. Desiree and the three girls and
Eddie Jr. had cajne in Saturday light fr.om visiting the hospitals in
Hou$on alrd lasrminute schoot shopping in Conlo€, School was
startiDg the next day which was Monday.

The last time I ralked wirh Royce I called ro see about him. Royce
said tiem dumb Docrors decided aftergalbladder surgery I didn'r
have gallstones, I had adhesions from the gastrecromy. Sharon said
get a grip, but I've bad about two years worth ofpaill. Now they
won't pay for the extra tests. We were talkng about network
markering and he wanted me to joid. I mentioned this had the
earmarks ofa pyramid scheme, Rolce immediately becarne
defensive and said please don,r call it that. I said ,,1,m sorry Rol,,ce. I
don't mean to hu your feelings but there's just no free lunch out



rhere. I'd rather not," "O.K. I'm just giving you a chaoce !o get in on
lhe ground floor but I understand. Hey! I ordered Desiree a helmet.
Good, tal(e care now, please call gle ifyou teed anything, love you".
"Oh I will, don'tworry", Love you too," he said. Oh butl did worry,
enough to go down to see about hi . I krlew I diappointed him by
not ioining. Something was wrcng with Royce. I didn't like ttte way
he sounded. I werl on Saturday thelo th, the day before his death.
I searched for him all day. He mendoned the nces in Tyler, but
wirh the bad weather he sholldve be home. I last cdled from
Luby's at closing time, no one answered so I came home in the
storm.
Lr. Charlie Harris and officet Eddie Mathews came to Desiree's home
to look for a suicide note, they said. They were delinitely lookilg in
strange places such as saddles bags on rbe motorcycle, under the
maltes. under the dash of tie boat, in tool boxes in genetal all over
the garage and inside the house, We heard later they were there
looking for drugs. Someone at work told the Police Royce obtalned
rhem on his motorcycle trip with Steve Smith. Royce went to
ptaces on tfiis trip he frequented as a young man. This was the week
before his sutgery on the 29 ofJuly. They went thtough Royce's
medicines. LL Harris asked Desiree why Royce was taking pumpkin
seeds. Did he have a problem wiri his Yirilig? Then he asked
Desiree wh-'- Royce was on pain medication namely Vicodid and she
told him it was because ofhis sutgery. He asked was Royce on
anything else but I stepped out into the kitchen and didn't hear her
reply. When I came back into the room Lt. Hairis said "well I never
heard of anybody cleaning their gun at 7 o'clock in t}!e moming."
Desiree said 'well you don't know Ro)'ce Shaw he has been known to
clean the aquadum at 4 o'clock in the florning," Lt Hatris said
'what about him using shorts to clean guns? She walked away from
the gun cleaning basket on rhe floor beside Royce's side of the bed
and stopped at Royce's cbest of draws opened the top drawer which
was full of cleaDing rags made out of discarded underweat. Desiree
said he uses Orese for everything. Royce carried a rag in his back
pocket when he was working around the house or at work at
iemple lnland. When the gitts showed their livestock he had a
special lucky blue one. Royce 6



wore glasses and he !1€s cleaning them all rhe u8!e. His crew gave
him floh,els and attached a rag to the tweath. I have a picture of it
"" frii tt.aasto"e. Desiree stroied Lt' Harris and officer Eadie
Madrews lhe guns that vrere wrapped in the bedroom closet with
rags and towels. l,t, Harris asked Desiree "how did that picture get
in rhe bed-" She said "ldon'tknow," Desbee was pollte to Officer
Matrhews but It was plain she dld not respect Mr. Harris. After they
left Desiree told me why. She sald 'I asked hlm what took the
ambulance so long" Lt Harris replied "kdy I don't car€ lf a doctoa
had of been stznding beside your husband he wouldn't bave been
able to save him." Desiree went on to tell me he had 1n the past
endangered het patlents lives and they had words about improper
procedures.

Afler Royce's death Desiree souglrt Psychiauic help. Lols Gonzales
PHD. She was diagnosed as having post trautBatic stDck She was
put on medication to sleeP. She had to go back to work ldthin a
week afler Royce's deati, She was the sole piovider and carc giver'

She was also seelng an MD. After a llont! Royce's daughter
Asbley's received a social security checlc Four months later the
three chlldren in het care had not received any. Desiree's ex_
husband Claytol received them, even Eddie Shaw Jr's., then he
deDosited Eddie'3 in Chrisd's name whe[ questions atose Claytot
pr;fired financially as well as personally. I asked Desiree to come
irome witlr me. With Royce gone clayton's will hut't you with his
constalnt hafi$slnetrts. ]Ie has ln{luence wlth the law and he is not

above abuslng his power, Desitee sald,:' I was bom here' This ls my

hoEre. One day people will realize he is not the man he pretends to

be. The chtld::en need to have famlliat surroundings dght now' lt's

hard enough without Royce."

Then the unthltkable happened when they charged Desiree wtth

murder. Lt. Hatris was obsessed to pu! Desiree in pdson' He was on

KTRE TV news often



Desiree has diligently asked for the Police recordings. They have nor
been forthcoming.
Lt. Harris, the Chief lnvesligator, testified that for almost four
months he talked to arybody and everyone that would listen to
him. iUany of them told me his words were tiat he was lO0 sure
Desiree Shaw killed her husband. This was viciously spread over
Angelina Count-v. Lt. Hairis DPD and ChiefDann)' Ray DPD attended
the same Church as Royce ard Desiree. Rumo$ abounded. Desiaee
accepted from Pastor Ricbard Owed !o attend his church. Brother
O\4en is a Deputy Chaplain at the county jail. After Desiree's
conviction, He sard, "there is something terdbly wrong about their
investigatlon. He said, you can see the gun and the shell casiflg ...,?
still on tbe bed. " Two years later I knew what he meant

Judge cerald Goodwin of the 159 th court is a good friend to
Clayton Richardson rtry ex-so!-law, they went to school together.
The relationship was too close for him to preside over Desiree's trial.
He krew Clayton and Desiree for oany years. He knew my
gmndchildren all theil lives. He was aware of the bitter custody
fight in 1993 over Christi and Candance Richardson and the
money the gjrls had won in 4-H. He was aware Clayton was angry
about the outcome. Royce's attomey Sandra Roberts argued for
anorher Judge from Nacogdoches to preside over the custody
heaJ'in€. Tfiisflaf because Clayton Richardson was a comtnissionet
ard his wife Darlene had worked for Judge Goodwin. The tlew Judge
ruled that Clayton was to have custody and the ooney would stay
wirh the Shaw's. Clayton said "I don't want the girl$ without the
money." He was fudous. Judge Goodwin was aware oftlle 1993
mailbox charge against Desiree. He took Clayton and Da.rlene's
ve ion. Clayton threatened Desiree when tley divorced saying
thar he would get her if it was the la$ thing he did.
A short time later Clayton and Darlene Richatdson used his
influence to file charges olr Desirce and have her arested without
an investigation by the Police.The three girls with Desilee, Cayloo
Richardson, Cheri Archer, Ashley Shaw were not questioned.
Broke hom rhe custody battle, Desiree plead to reckless



endangerment. Again Mr. John Heath was her attorne), Hesaidit
would be likea slap on rhe wrisr. Desiree.said Mr. Heath didn't
remember he was her attorne) in 1993. During the sentencing
phase when t}|e girls asked to testify about th€ 1993 mallbox
charge , to get the trurh of rhe matter, Judge coodwin said ,,you
don'r want rhose ducks fling up offthal pond" " Everything is nol.
buner flies and rcses with Christi and her mom',, Oh but they did-
To tell t}re auth and coflfTont the charge as it should have beeo
done in 1993. It would have €xonbruted Desiree. She had never
been in trouble wirh the law before this. ln fact ourfamily's history
is law abiding. Thegossip tlat had beed rampant forS years. This
hung over Desiree's head like an albatross. The jury needed to
know the truth. Desiree would not have been a sus?ect had LL
Harrls not been able ro pull tbe1993 charge up in hei case file. Lt
Harris's Affidavit ofhis complaint is proofhe b€lieved Desiree gave
a conflicting statement. She did not and this can bc proven. This
charge \,vas made by two under aged childEn. Christi and Candance
Richardson. Pressured and told what to say and write down by
their father and step-mother. They have grown up with this lie
i{anring to tell the trurh, wishing th€y had not been pushed into
hurting lheir own mother. Until Desiree r€s charged with Eurder
and corrvicted rltey dldn't realize what a terrible thing they had
done. Dudng the sentencing phase rhey sat close togerher nodding
their tread.r ro, weeFing ryith tears streamiDg down their faces.
They were listening to Mr. Wilson, charging rheir rtrother of an acr
in 1993 they knew she never cornmitted. That is why their grief
was so unbearable.
This year Judge Gerald Goodwin decided to rctired five years eaily.
Clayton Richardson is no longer a commissioner. Public opinion in
Lufkin, Texas has spoken.

Mrs. Lois Gonzales PHD, of Huiarta ard associates stated that in her
opinion Desiree was Dot in denial and that she felt Desiree was
truthful when she said sbe was innocent on the1993 charge
brcught against her, It was in Desiree's probation that she see Dr.
Gonzales. Office area code 936-637-7600 Lufkin, Texas.
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