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FORENSIC SEIERGE -

OFMIE LEE BOWLING 15 0O KERTUCKY'S DEATH BOW EOR TWO
murlers he claims he didn’t commit And ane of the dings G
helped puc him there was the wesdmoeny of an TRT shorarony ex-
arminewho said-he had-“marched ™ sevemal hulles eosvenesd

Frernd i Buwling's mobile homs.

There was noother phvsicnl evidence tvang Dowling we the
crnms—ng ONA. no finperpnims, no Blecd, oo Bt or Gbers, no
cunzhor nzsidhic.

: i En Gt the only dicser evidence af Bowding's puill was ¢he
FBE cazmine s testimony about the macching bollets il theaword of o polics informant
whin restifted thar Boswling had confesed oo che ovo mardecs while they were honsal
petherin thi same gl

Bowling conteads thar he tevercven spolie to the informant, whia had suiek o del
with progecuturs o made tesamony in Bowlings state oialin cxchanee fora Boarable diss
pusitivn of the federal mail frand cliaress thien panding against him,

And noow the FBI exminer’s restimony in che case is heing called ingo guestion by o ore
cenl sty that raises secious doibis aboe the validive of the agency's so-called campara-
tive bullec-lead-amilvsis evidemcs,

The staly, released in Februacy by the National Acudemies” National Besearch Coun-

Fail, found thar while the BB seienfic mechod for comparing bullecs was geneeally

sonind, 115 craminers have sometimes necrsiied s Impoance in court and played dovwn
thes likelihood of 3 Bise maree

There is oo disputioe the face thar race amoonts of esoain clesmencs in bullec lead
can be precisely measured. The controversy centers on how the FBL has inserpreied
that rata.

For decades, FRI cominers operated on the tain assumpoons thar e lench ol -
l=t el wos composicionally unifeom tooughooge and that e vy bacches were composi-
conally alike. 5o il own bullets wers found oo have the same Sencenimtions of th some
clemens, the ceasoning wenc, those huflers mose have coms T g same basch of lead

Mard Hansen iv g senior werfer for sfe ABA |onmal. S e-mrasf aadveo
mrarESan e Bririf abanet oy,
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from the bodics of the s victmes to 2 box of unspene carridmes

Can We Really
Say Where

a Particular
Bullet Came

From?
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Irv i paan fow ears, bowever, onines have beann
fuestien chose aszumpeions, Seme rescichers habe foud
chat difTerene swonpeles Doy che soene bacch ar Boller lead
can have differene elemental carmpositions, Oibiar research
brans evmliimes ]t dilTewnt Barches of boller lead v hayvs
the same elementsl composicion. Soll cthes wesearch has
shoawn chac bullees Froon che s box of simmunizian ean
etz dhifferent elemental composioens. seme ol which can
b acecibained oo bullees fro shillerene mele: and soove of
which can be actribured soincramele varahilics

Tllet Jeaed dara, sncd g Beos om e G e pers shonbd g
when chiey resaty about che possibilioy of 3 mach beosesn
erime seene Bollet ancl o baller ol o sespea.
Thee FBL which has hesn using buller comparison evi-
tlenes st the P90, Beal askoal the connel Ba advice an
beoar b anadvee bullet lead and presenc the findings in coure
i @ Roelnd, scientilic mannce L enncduc the suds the
MNEC pu ogether g cumemisees of 11 expers ionchemging,
rctallirpy, statiscics, forensic acicnes and the Taws
Eenneth O MacTadden, the independene consultaon

| It disturbs Susan Martin that her client, Ronnie Bowling, was convicted in part on bullet lead evidence.

“This s naot ncase in owhich cha cricics ol s Drensi:
praceics are merely pninting o luck of research dataco
vitliclsve s assumpreion,” savs Lniversioy of Califoenin b
Diavis law school professor Edward T, Tinwinkelried, who
eomwrobe i eritica] e revisa arocle abouz ke lead e4i-
denes last vear “This s an even moe troublesome sicua-

cicn anowhiach there are available daca ar odds wich boch of |

| chose aszumprions.”

Rueiired FRL metlleegist Willian A Tabing a lnngrime
critic of the bureaw’s buller maiching sechnigue, and Im-
winkeloed's cu-author on the law review arciclu, sy ho
feels vindicared by the commiieees findings.

They validared almost every sinple eriviciam [ have of
the praciice.” he says.

[ee o5 repogtg e couneil eeomazended a nomher ol
chunges in che FBLs procedures. Vhey inclode improved

craining and rversight, now seatistical methods for analvzioe

alis JOURNAL daniwse 240

el chaired the commmiger, suvs this Brolimg o ey pomnd
af the whole scudy: Jusc becanss tweo hullecs mach doss
aue s by o they earnes Trorne che siome Qs ol am-
Tt ICL,

Mackaddes sevs comprasidve nablec Tl analysis, kaovm
ay CRLA zim be a useful forensie mool, bue does nofhave
the inicgue specilicivy ol rechoiqoes such as TN oeping,
which cam be used s siand-alone evidence,

EEEAT o nesrer B oz Toeanviling ciler chan cir
curaseancial avidence; and an Snoce Case can't be baile
g az,” e e

Ciase Wesczen Beserve Universicor law peofessor Faul
Crunne i, wha served onthe comenitiee, ikens the signil-
weance of CELA evidence ro the discovery of 2 Wilke shuoe
printal a ceriin sizs found ata enme scenc.

If o suspece wers Inund wich che same ovpe and siee ol
shne, e wranld be alomissilae and e wenld be relevans, bue
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