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FORENSIC SEIERGE -

OFMIE LEE BOWLING 15 0O KERTUCKY'S DEATH BOW EOR TWO
murlers he claims he didn’t commit And ane of the dings G
helped puc him there was the wesdmoeny of an TRT shorarony ex-
arminewho said-he had-“marched ™ sevemal hulles eosvenesd

Frernd i Buwling's mobile homs.

There was noother phvsicnl evidence tvang Dowling we the
crnms—ng ONA. no finperpnims, no Blecd, oo Bt or Gbers, no
cunzhor nzsidhic.

: i En Gt the only dicser evidence af Bowding's puill was ¢he
FBE cazmine s testimony about the macching bollets il theaword of o polics informant
whin restifted thar Boswling had confesed oo che ovo mardecs while they were honsal
petherin thi same gl

Bowling conteads thar he tevercven spolie to the informant, whia had suiek o del
with progecuturs o made tesamony in Bowlings state oialin cxchanee fora Boarable diss
pusitivn of the federal mail frand cliaress thien panding against him,

And noow the FBI exminer’s restimony in che case is heing called ingo guestion by o ore
cenl sty that raises secious doibis aboe the validive of the agency's so-called campara-
tive bullec-lead-amilvsis evidemcs,

The staly, released in Februacy by the National Acudemies” National Besearch Coun-

Fail, found thar while the BB seienfic mechod for comparing bullecs was geneeally

sonind, 115 craminers have sometimes necrsiied s Impoance in court and played dovwn
thes likelihood of 3 Bise maree

There is oo disputioe the face thar race amoonts of esoain clesmencs in bullec lead
can be precisely measured. The controversy centers on how the FBL has inserpreied
that rata.

For decades, FRI cominers operated on the tain assumpoons thar e lench ol -
l=t el wos composicionally unifeom tooughooge and that e vy bacches were composi-
conally alike. 5o il own bullets wers found oo have the same Sencenimtions of th some
clemens, the ceasoning wenc, those huflers mose have coms T g same basch of lead

Mard Hansen iv g senior werfer for sfe ABA |onmal. S e-mrasf aadveo
mrarESan e Bririf abanet oy,

abBM JUOTTRRAT Seadaefer 204

from the bodics of the s victmes to 2 box of unspene carridmes

Can We Really
Say Where

a Particular
Bullet Came

From?




